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Monday, June 1st, 2020 

To: Focus Group Members (Township of Oro-Medonte) 

As per our discussions at the Zone 1 Integration Focus Group sessions dated February 7th, 2020 and March 12th, 2020, 

the Representatives in the Group presented findings that show the Zone 1 water infrastructure was and continues to be 

owned by, first the municipalities of Oro and Medonte, and now, Oro-Medonte Township. After an extensive search of 

all documents available to the public through Freedom of Information Requests and those available online, we are 

confident that we now have evidence to support this opinion.  

We respectfully submit to you the attached report, completed by members of the Zone 1 Integration Focus Group. This 

report outlines the history of the water supply system dating back to 1967. It provides a detailed chronological analysis 

of the By-Laws, Legal Agreements, Contracts and Leasing agreements.  

The story is complex and convoluted but, at the end of the day, we believe that the evidence is exceedingly clear; Zone 

1 is and has been a municipally-owned water supply system since 1974 (Zone 1 Oro) and 1982 (Zone 1 Medonte). 

We respectfully request a written response that includes: 

 1. A decision to withdraw the plan to charge the residents of Zone 1 a levy of $9,300. 

There are sundry other concerns and questions around the following issues: 

 1. Dedicated Reserve Funds dating back to 1980. 

 2. Cost of Living Index Increases in water rates since 1980. 

 3. The use of Provincial Small Water System Grants since 2002. 

 4. Contractual obligations, rights, and privileges since 1974. 

 5. Ministry of the Environment water designations since 1990. 

 6. Leasing Agreements since 1982. 

 7. Maintenance records of capital components since 1967. 

 8. Well records related to the Zone 1 water supply system since 1967. 

 9. Clarity around LT185778 and LT185779 (Phase IVA Horseshoe Highlands Plan 51M-456) 

 10. Data pertaining to the Zone 1 Standpipe since its inception. 

 

While the Report is very lengthy, we would appreciate a written response detailing a decision to withdraw the plan to 

charge the residents in Zone 1 a levy of $9300 as soon as possible. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this very important matter and we look forward to hearing from you as soon as 

possible. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Residents of the Focus Group 
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Abstract 1 

 

During a Special Council meeting on Friday, March 13th, 2020, staff members of the Municipality of Oro-

Medonte articulated that the Zone 1 water supply system in Horseshoe Valley was private and owned by 

Skyline. Notwithstanding these clarifications and with great respect and deference to the current council and 

staff of Oro-Medonte, the story of the evolution of a water supply system in Horseshoe Valley is very 

compelling and when one starts peeling back this convoluted onion, the individual layers reveal intriguing 

nuances and variations, nuances that suggest an entirely different narrative of ownership. 

To be sure, many Residents in Zone 1 in Horseshoe Valley think that they belong to a municipally-owned and 

municipally-operated water supply system. This is a really interesting and complicated story that began as 

early as 1967. As Horseshoe Valley became populated with ski hills, golf courses, condominiums, hotels, 

roads, homes, and people, there grew a predictable need for complex infrastructure, including road systems, 

water mains, waste water facilities, and a domestic/potable water supply system. The following represents a 

time-line of key By-Laws, Agreements, letters, and proposals of the settlement area known as Horseshoe 

Valley. 
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Abstract 2 

Definitions of key terms and jargon. 

Horseshoe Valley Water Supply System 

Means all the watermains, pumps, wells, valves, hydrants, storage tanks (standpipes), and treatment 

equipment associated with the entire distribution of water from wells to domestic taps. 

Zone 1 

Means all the watermains, pumps, wells, valves, hydrants, storage tanks (standpipes), and treatment 

equipment associated with the distribution of water from wells to domestic taps on the North side of 

Horseshoe Valley Road, known as the former Township of Medonte. Zone 1 also includes Plan 1587 (Country 

Club Lane and Birch Grove) in the former Township of Oro. 

Zone 2 

Means all the watermains, pumps, wells, valves, hydrants, storage tanks (standpipes), and treatment 

equipment associated with the distribution of water from wells to domestic taps on the South side of 

Horseshoe Valley Road, known as the former Township of Oro. The Original Zone 2 (former Township of Oro) 

was comprised of Plans 51M-391, 51M-447, and 51M-456. 

Plan 51M-391 (Phase 1 Highlands) 

Means the streets which include Highland Drive East and Fairway Court 

Plan 51M-447 (Phase II Highlands) 

Means the streets which include Valleycrest Drive and Dale Court 

Plan 51M-456 (Phase IVA) 

Means the streets which include Highland Drive West, Alpine Way, Pod’s Lane, Bridle Path, Bunker Place, 

Nordic Trail, and Chestnut Lane. 

By-Law 

Means when Townships assume services like water systems, roads, and wastewater components, they create 

By-Laws to make them legally binding agreements. By-Laws can be repealed, revoked, and altered by Council. 

Assumption 

Means when Townships create By-Laws to take over governance of services and works. 

Water Rights Guarantee Agreement 

Means in 1980 the former Township of Medonte and Horseshoe Resort and their partners entered into a 

water agreement guaranteeing water to all of Zone 1, including the North side of Horseshoe Valley Road 

(Medonte) and the Valley subdivision known as Plan 1587 (Oro). The Resort agreed to “operate, repair, and 
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maintain” the system on behalf of the “owners”—residents of the Former Township of Medonte and Former 

Township of Oro. 

Water Rights Guarantee Agreement Amendments  

Means in 1982 the former Township of Medonte and Horseshoe Resort and their partners fine-tuned the 

Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of 1980. It included the “assumption” of the Zone 1 water supply 

system. The Former Township of Medonte also agreed to “Lease” the water system to Horseshoe Resort and 

their affiliates for $1 renewable every 5 years. No further amendments have altered these water agreements. 

Former Township of Medonte Subdivision Plans 

Means plans 1531, M-10, M-11, M-23, the Pine Ridge Ski Club, the Condominiums, and Plan 1587 are the 

Plans that make up Zone 1. 

Easements 

Means a right to cross or otherwise use someone else's land for a specified purpose. These are usually 

registered as Real Property like any other real-estate transaction. 

Aboveground Works/Services 

Means those works including roads, curbs, storm drains, signs, grading and the like. 

Belowground Works/Services 

Means those works including watermains, valves, wells, waste water lines, storm sewer lines and the like. 

Municipal 

Means owned by a Township or City 

Non-Municipal 

Means owned by a Private Corporation 

Former Township of Medonte 

Means before Amalgamation (1994), Medonte was a separate Township in Simoce County. 

Former Township of Oro 

Means before Amalgamation (1994), Oro was a separate Township in Simoce County. 

Amalgamation 

Means the joining of Townships. In 1994, the Township of Medonte amalgamated with the Township of Oro 

to form Oro-Medonte. 
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Oro Water Agreement (Plan 51M-456) 

Means in 1991, the former Township of Oro entered into a water agreement with Horseshoe Resort and its 

partners. The Agreement was registered with the Ontario Government as LT185779. This Agreement meant 

to separate the Resort wells and elevated storage tank (Zone 1 Standpipe) from Resort control and 

ownership. It’s unclear exactly what happened to this Agreement, but the “Underground” Works have not yet 

been assumed. If assumption went as planned, then Zone 1 and Zone 2 would have been a fully-integrated 

water supply system as originally designed. Several events may have impacted this process. Please see 

extensive notes and summaries. 

Standpipe 

Means a vertical pipe extending from a water supply. At the top of Country Club Lane on Resort Lands there 

exists the Zone 1 Standpipe or elevated storage tank. 

Elevated Storage Tank 

Means a water storage tank in which water is stored at atmospheric pressure and distributed by gravity flow 

in a down-feed system. 

Booster Pump 

Means in order to get water to Cathedral Pines subdivision, a booster pumping station was installed. 

Zone 2 Supply Wells 

Means there are many existing and historical wells near Horseshoe Valley Road and Country Club Lane in the 

Valley. 

Maintenance Period 

Means before a Township or Municipality fully assumes a service, a maintenance period is established much 

like a warranty period of a consumer product. Most are short-lived. 

Letters of Credit (LCs) 

Means before developers start building and constructing infrastructure, Lines of Credit (LCs) are given to the 

Township or Municipality as security. Many are around $25000, but 51M-456 was a larger settlement area 

and required much larger LCs. Once work is finished and accepted by the Township or Municipality, money is 

returned to the developer. 

LT185778 and LT185779 

Means that both of these registered instruments are for 51M-456. LT185778 is the original subdivision Plan 

(See By-Law 1991-11 and 1991-12) and LT185779 is the so-called Water Agreement (1991). Both of these 

Plans are complementary, meaning they fit together as one. 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

10 
 

Abstract 3 
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Abstract 4 

 

Plan 1587, the former Township of Oro, was fully assumed in 1974. By-Law 1974-1051 included the aboveground and belowground 

works. Water rights and privileges are protected by this By-Law along with the Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of 1980. 

Communal sewage tile beds beyond the Plan were assumed much later. This plan of subdivision has a municipal water supply 

system that is owned by the former Township of Oro and the current Township of Oro-Medonte. It should have been designated as 

a Municipal Drinking Water Supply System by the Ministry of the Environment (MOE). It does not have this designation. The streets 

include Country Club Lane and Birch Grove. 

 

 Plans 1531, M-10, M-11, and M-23, the former Township of Medonte, were fully assumed in 1982. By-Laws 82-5 and 82-6 

included the aboveground and belowground works. Water rights and privileges are protected by these By-Laws along with the 

Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of 1980 and supplementary Amendments in 1982. Communal sewage tile beds beyond these 

Plans were assumed much later. These Plans of subdivision have a municipal water supply system that is owned by the former 

Township of Medonte and the current Township of Oro-Medonte. It should have been designated as a Municipal Drinking Water 

Supply System by the Ministry of the Environment (MOE). It does not have this designation. The streets include Beechwood, Maple 

Crest, Pine Ridge Trail, Pine Hill, Pine Spring, Pine Point, Cathedral Pines Road, and Pine Lane. 

 

 Registered property LT29295, the former Township of Medonte, known as the Simcoe 35 Condominiums, has water rights 

and privileges that are protected by the Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of 1980. This Development belongs to the Zone 1 

water supply system and should be included in the Municipal Drinking Water Supply System designation by the Ministry of the 

Environment (MOE). It currently does not have that designation. 

 

 The Zone 1 water supply system is, by every standard of definition, a municipally-owned drinking water supply system. 

Through Leasing Agreements, the Resort (Horseshoe Resort/Skyline) operate, maintain, and repair the entire system. On occasion 

the Resort repaired and replaced faulty pumps, valves, generators, and leaking mains at their own cost contractually. They had no 

contractual obligation to improve the system with new technologies or equipment mandated by the Municipality or Province of 

Ontario. In the early 1990s there was concern over the Zone 1 Standpipe. Engineers recommended that the reservoir be emptied, 

cleaned, and lined with stainless steel at an estimated cost of $40000.00. Stakeholders argued about cost, but it appears that the 

Township was responsible for the addition of new capital components contractually. In the early 2000s, arguments ensued and the 

price of replacement of the Zone 1 Standpipe was approximately two million dollars including replacing some existing watermains 

in the system. Just recently, the price of a new above ground water storage facility is significantly higher. Had the system been 

fitted properly in 1990, the costs would have been considerably less significant. 

 

 In 1990, the former Township of Oro registered Plan 51M-456. LT185778 and LT185779 were registered with Land Titles in 

1990 and 1991. LT185779 is a Water Agreement between the former Township of Oro and Horseshoe Resort (and its affiliates). 

Among other things, the Agreement separates irrigation equipment and snow-making equipment from Well #3 on Resort lands. 

The Agreement stipulates that the Zone 1 Standpipe be dedicated to the Zone 1 water supply system. A series of complications 

interrupted this assumption process, and Plan 51M-456 (Phase 4A), according to current staff of Oro-Medonte, has not accepted or 

assumed the belowground works. This is problematic on many levels, for the watermains traversing this Plan are between two 

fully-assumed Plans in the Highlands. Plans 51M-391 (Phase 1) and 51M-447 flank this unassumed portion of the Zone 2 water 

supply system. The Landscapes subdivision receives water through mains on Highland Drive. The MOE has designated the entire 

Zone 2 system as a Large Municipal Drinking Water System. This designation is problematic given that Plan 51M-456, including 

Highland Drive West past the Zone 2 Elevated Storage Tank, Alpine Way, Pod’s Lane, Bridle Path, Bunker Place, Nordic Drive, and 

Chestnut Lane, is still in a period of Maintenance, which is technically still under the direct supervision of Horseshoe Resort/Skyline. 

This maintenance period has lasted 30 years! These Plans have a direct impact on the Zone 1 water supply system, since, once 

assumed, dedicates the remaining components to the entire water supply system, making it a completely integrated two-Zone 

water supply system as articulated by the engineers in the early 1990s, Knox, Martin, and Kretch. Please review the KMK Report of 

1992 for a more concise summary of the existing municipal water supply system as planned, designed, and implemented in the 

early 1990s. 
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An Executive Summary 

 

 Residents serviced by the Zone 1 water supply system in Horseshoe Valley were recently advised by the Township of Oro-

Medonte that certain works would be undertaken that would ultimately lead to the integration of Zones 1 and 2 under complete 

ownership and control by the Township as a municipal water supply system. The current users of the Zone 1 system were 

considered, by the Township, to be serviced by a “private” (Skyline) system and as such would be charged the same fee as a new 

development “hook-up” in addition to paying the regular metered rate for water. This “hook-up” fee would add almost $93 per 

quarter to their water bill over a 25 year period. Residents of Zone 1 became immediately engaged, through a co-operative 

arrangement, with the Township’s sanction, to form a Focus Group consisting of residents from each of the communities in the 

area serviced by the Zone 1 water supply system.  

 The Focus Group then undertook to review the history of the establishment of water supply systems in Horseshoe Valley. 

The review consisted mainly of accessing municipal documents from the former Townships of Oro and Medonte and the current 

Township of Oro-Medonte. This review also considered documentation from personal files of residents and information gathered 

from Real-Estate listings. 

 As is common in most developments, the developer is responsible for building the infrastructure (at their cost) and once 

the Township is satisfied with the integrity of the system (roads, water supply, sewage, disposal, and the like), the Township 

assumes ownership. This intent is clearly articulated in the 1991 Agreement and the recommended works to fulfill the agreement 

were expressed in the Knox, Martin, and Kretch (KMK) Report of 1992.  

 It appears from the evidence (By-Laws and Agreements) that the rights and privileges of the Zone 1 infrastructure 

(watermains, hydrants, standpipes, etc.) and supply were guaranteed through a combination of easements, Agreements and, for 

the most part, outright assumption by the Township(s) over the ensuing years. The one area that is unclear is the source of water 

supply for Zone 1. The KMK Report recommended that the original well (Resort Well #3) be disconnected from the system and that 

it be used for the irrigation and snowmaking requirements of Horseshoe Resort. The rest of the Zone 1 system including all private 

residents and the resort facilities (the Inn, Lodges, etc.) would be serviced with potable water supplied by additional wells to be 

constructed by the developer and then assumed by the municipality. The existing supply well was sufficient to handle the then 

existing potable water needs and firefighting capabilities of the day and only would need to be supplemented when additional 

development came on line (the controversial Timber Ridge Development for instance). The current contemplated works apparently 

include that provision of additional capacity to service new development. Other Salvil wells near Country Club Lane on Horseshoe 

Valley Road, also historically provided water to Medonte and the Zone 1 water supply system. 

From the standpoint of the existing and former residents of Zone 1, it was and is assumed that they are part of a municipal water 

supply system. The evidence of this is overwhelming in that almost all the Real Estate listings refer to the water service as 

“municipal” and none refer to it as “private”. In addition to that, the billing has always been from the Township and the payment 

was always made to the Township. The billing, although more recently containing some wording around the fact that some 

customers are serviced by a private system, never, at any time, is there specific communication that customers in Zone 1 are 

serviced by a private system owned by Horseshoe Resort (Skyline). To be sure, Horseshoe is the “operator” of the water supply 

system contractually (WRGA, 1980). Had the Township wished to make this clear it could have been communicated as a separate 

letter to the homeowner rather than an understated note on a municipal water bill.  

The attached research and conclusions are lengthy and fulsome and can only lead to the acknowledgement that Zone 1 has always 

been and continues to be a municipally-owned water supply system, operated, maintained, and repaired by the Horseshoe 

Resort/Skyline. For a more comprehensive discussion of the evolution of the water supply system in Horseshoe Valley, please see 

the Conclusion on page 203. Key By-Laws, Agreements, and Council Minutes directly related to the chronology of events are bolded 

in yellow as the reader makes their way through this comprehensive, and at times, arduous time-line. Please also see a copy of the 

Presentation made for the Focus Group on page 209. 
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1967 

 

-Plan 1531. November 9th, 1967 was registered. This Plan of subdivision is protected by water 

rights and privileges under the Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of 1980 and the 

supplemental Amendments and By-Laws of 1982. (By-Laws 82-5 and 82-6) 

 

1974 
 

-By-Law 1974-1051, to accept certain roads: Horseshoe Blvd, Birch Grove Dr. & Country Club Lane. Plan 1587 
Roads Assumed, By-law also mentions storm sewers and basins. 
 
-By-Law 1974-1051, to assume water lines, shut PT. LOT 1, CONC. 4, Registered off valves & hydrants PLAN 
1587, Horseshoe Valley. This is the assumption of water supply system components on the Oro side. 
 
-By-Law 1974-1051, Section 3; “The Township shall collect the sum of $72.00 per annum from each property 
owner within Plan 1587 who is connected to the water line…” 
 

1979 
 

-Water Works Project. Contract No. 78386. Ainley and Associates Ltd. Consulting Engineers & Planners. 
Corporation of the Township of Medonte and Salvil Investments Limited 1979-1980.  
The development of the water supply system in Horseshoe Valley. 
 

1980 
 

-June 27th, 1980. Simcoe Condominium Development. Registration # LT29295. This set of buildings was part 

of the Water Rights Guarantee Agreement, May 23rd, 1980. 

 

-Water Rights Guarantee Agreement, May 23rd, 1980. 

 

-This Water Rights Guarantee Agreement became the foundation of the Zone 1 municipal water supply 

system in Horseshoe Valley. Former Township of Medonte. 

 

-Watermain Maintenance and Repair Agreement between the County of Simcoe and Horseshoe Resort 

Corporation July 22nd, 1980. 

 
-A Flat Annual Water Rate of $90.00/a was charged to each water connection in Zone 1 from 1980. (WRGA, 

1980, p.4) Former Township of Medonte. 
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-Easements were to be registered “to permit Medonte access to the water mains, wells and reservoirs…” 
(WRGA, 1980, p.6 – 7) Former Township of Medonte. 
 
-By-Law 1392. A By-Law to authorize construction of water mains and 7 fire hydrants for Plans 1531, M-10, 
M-11, and M-23. Former Township of Medonte. 
 
-By-Law 1402. A Capital Expenditure By-Law for Horseshoe Valley. Former Township of Medonte. 
 

1981 
 

-September 1st, 1981. Oro Township Council Chambers. “Presented letter from Horseshoe Valley Resort 

advising that Horseshoe Valley Ltd. had not informed the Township of the change in water rates for 1981 

from $ 90. 00/a to $100. 00/a, therefore requesting that the $ 10.00/a be added to the 1982 rates of which 

property owners on Plan 1587 have been advised. Horseshoe Valley Ltd will be forwarding a printed notice to 

the Township to enclose with water bills in 1982.” This original $90.00/a amount mirrors the rates articulated 

in the Water Rights Guarantee Agreement, May 23rd, 1980. (WRGA, 1980, p.4) It’s not clear if the same 

increase was applied to Zone 1 Medonte (1531, M-10, M-11, and M-23). It is worth observing, however, that 

Zone 1 Oro (1587) seemed to be guided by aspects of the WRGA of 1980.  

 

-September 8th, 1981. By-Law 1418. “By-Law to authorize the construction of certain water mains, fire 

hydrants, and booster pump station to service lots 1531, M-10, M-11, and M-23 at an estimated cost of 

$149000.00.” Former Township of Medonte. 

 

-September 8th, 1981. By-Law 1419. “WHEREAS by By-Law, number 1418 the Council of the Corporation 

authorized the borrowing of $203,395. 53 by the issue and sale of debentures to provide for the cost of 

Horseshoe Valley’s local improvement for the construction of watermains and pumping station.” Former 

Township of Medonte. 

 

1982 
 

-This Amending Agreement, February 10th, 1982. 

 

-The Amending Agreement (TAA) of 1982 amends aspects of the Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of 

1980. 

 

- The Corporation of the Township of Medonte assumes most of the water supply system components 

associated with The System. (TAA, 1982, p.1)  

 

-“It is understood and agreed that Horseshoe Valley is prepared to lease the system, including the pump 

house in its “as is” condition, but in the event that the lease is terminated it shall be the responsibility…” 
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(TAA, 1982, p.2) This mutual agreement ad idem shows a mutual intent to take over key aspects of “The 

System”. (TAA, 1982, pp. 2, 3, and 4) 

 

- Horseshoe Valley becomes the Lessee of The System for $1 per year for a 5-year period, during which the 

Township of Medonte could terminate the terms of the lease at any moment. It appears as though several 

leasing agreements were signed by the Township and Horseshoe. These leasing agreements continued until 

at least 1992 and may still be in effect today. A total of 8 agreements may have been effected. (TAA, 1982, 

p.2) 

 

- Horseshoe agrees to be responsible for repair, maintenance, and replacement of all capital components of 

the water supply system. (TAA, 1982, p.2) 

 

- The Township of Medonte charged each resident $90.00 per year and $5.00 was held back by the Township 

of Medonte for Administrative purposes. While fees were increased on the Oro side (Plan 1587) by $10.00/a, 

the $90.00/a water rate on the Medonte side (Plans 1531, M-10, M-11, and M-23) stayed in place until By-

Law 96-125. (WRGA, 1980, p.4)  

 

- This may became the second municipally-owned water supply system in Horseshoe Valley, despite the 

System being operated and maintained by Horseshoe Resort, a Private Corporation. The first municipally-

owned water supply system happened in 1974 in the former Township of Oro known as Plan 1587 (See By-

Law 1974-1051) 

 
-Within the framework of the Amending Agreement of 1982, A Pro rata share of the cost of a sinking fund 
was apparently established. “This capital amortization component charge shall be charged at the same time 
as all other charges for the supply of water and collected and retained by the Township for that purpose.” 
(WRGA, 1980, pp. 5 and 6) 
 

-February 10th, 1982. By-Law 82-5. Assumption of roads in M-10, M-11, and M-23. 

 

- April 1st, 1982, Reid and Associated Limited Consulting Engineers in a letter to the Township of Medonte 

states that “On Wednesday, March 31, 1982, we again looked at the pump-house. We would report that the 

facilities have been upgraded to substantially what was agreed upon at our January 18th, 1982 meeting. “We 

would recommend that the roads and waterworks be assumed.” 

 

-July 13th, 1982. By-Law 82-18. Re-zoning from Ski Resort (SR) to Environmental Protect (EP) to Residential-

First Density (R1) 

 

-October 12th, 1982, Council Meeting of the Township of Medonte. Resolution 82-242 was passed as follows: 

“That the Reeve and Clerk are authorized to execute a Water Rights Amending Agreement between the 

Township, Horseshoe Valley Ltd. and Salvil Investments Ltd.” 
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-October 12th, 1982, Council Meeting of the Township of Medonte. Resolution 82-243 was passed as 

follows: “That a By-Law to authorize the assumption of certain watermains, valves, hydrants and services, 

pump house and pumping equipment presently serving the lots of RP 1531, M-10, M-11 and M-23 in the 

Township of Medonte be considered read a third time and passed this 12th day of October, 1982 and 

numbered By-Law 82-6”. The Medonte side thus becomes a municipally-owned water supply system by 

virtue of this By-Law. 

 

-By-Law 82-6 is the birth of a Municipally-Owned Water Supply System in the Township of Medonte. The 

Township “owns” the complete water supply system on the Medonte side and may have full access to 

properties in the form of easements dealing with the main well (Well 3) and standpipe on Horseshoe 

property within the former Township of Oro. The By-Law includes the supply of domestic water and the 

entire distribution network known as Zone-1 Medonte. Watermains in the Former Township of Oro were also 

included in this By-Law and Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of 1980. (WRGA, 1980) 

 

1985 
 

-February 12th, 1985. The Corporation of the Township of Medonte. Minutes. “Resolution 85-15 was passed 

as follows: That Council write off as uncollectable accounts with Salvil Investments in the amount of 

$1583.42.” Former Township of Medonte. 

 

1987 
 

-By-Law 1987-15. “BEING a By- Law to adopt estimates for the year 1987 and provide for a levy to raise the 

sums as required to be raised by means of taxation. Administrative Fees-Horseshoe Valley Resorts 

(Waterworks) $600.00. Former Township of Medonte. 

 

-August 25th, 1987. The Corporation of the Township of Medonte. Minutes. “Resolution 87-242 was passed 

as follows: That Council increase the amount paid for the collection of water bills from 60 [cents] per bill to 

75 [cents] per bill.” 

 

-March 1997. A Report by R.G. Robinson and Associates (Barrie) Ltd. Horseshoe Highlands Subdivision – 

Phase IVA. States that Watermain Certificate of Substantial Completion and Acceptance being issued 

October 26th, 1990. The current staff of Oro-Medonte confirms that there is no By-Law assuming the 

underground works, including watermains. 

 

1988 
 

-May 24th, 1988. By-Law 88-16. Administration Fees for Horseshoe Resorts (Waterworks) for $745.00 Former 

Township of Medonte. 
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-February 9th, 1988. The Corporation of the Township of Medonte. Minutes. “Resolution 88-22 was passed as 

follows: That council write off an account with Salvil Investments Ltd. in the amount of $235.64 as 

uncollectable.” Former Township of Medonte. 

 

-By-Law 1988-089. To create a water inspection, operation and maintenance department. Sets out 

regulations relating to water systems and the imposition of rates in the former Township of Oro. 

 

1989 
 

-June 1st, 1989. By-Law 89-11. Administration Fees for Horseshoe Valley. $780.00. Former Township of 

Medonte. 

 

-June 20th, 1989. Registration of LT148430. This is Phase 1 of Zone 2 of the former Township of Oro. The 

streets include Highland Drive from the 4th Concession of Oro to approximately the Zone 2 Elevated Storage 

or Standpipe. Fairway Court is also included in in Plan 51M-391. The Toronto-Dominion Bank is listed as the 

Chargee, the bank that holds a charge over this plan of subdivision.  

 

1990 

 

-April 3rd, 1990. Registration of LT178069. This is Phase 2 of Zone 2 of the former Township of Oro. The 

streets include Valleycrest Drive and Dale Court in Plan 51M-447. The Toronto-Dominion Bank is listed as the 

Chargee, the bank that holds a charge over this plan of subdivision. 

 

-July 24th, 1990. By-Law 1990-022. Zoning By-Law 1990-22 Township of Medonte. This Zoning By-Law 

impacts the lands around, beside, and within the properties of Horseshoe Resort (Timber Ridge). The 

Horseshoe Resort Corporation and their partners attempted to Appeal this By-Law which precipitated 1991-

30. Former Township of Medonte. 

 

-June 20th, 1989. Registration of LT185779. (Water Agreement) This is Phase 4A of Zone 2 of the former 

Township of Oro. The streets include Highland Drive from approximately the Elevated Storage or Standpipe 

Zone to the 3rd Concession of Oro. Alpine Way, Pod’s Lane, Bridle Path, Bunker Place, Nordic Trail, and 

Chestnut Lane are included in Plan 51M-456. 

 

-The Agreement encompasses the wells, standpipes, watermains, and other equipment associated with the 

supply aspect of the Zone 1 and Zone 2 municipally-operated water supply system. 

 

-*October 26th, 1990. Watermain installed and tested with Certificate of Substantial Completion and 

Acceptance (Underground) being issued. There is no record of a Final Acceptance. The Township of Oro-

Medonte confirmed that Plan 51M-456 Underground works have not been assumed by By-Law to this day. 
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- October 31st, 1990. Registration of LT185778. (Subdivision Agreement) This is Phase 4A of Zone 2 of the 

former Township of Oro. The streets include Highland Drive from approximately the Elevated Storage or 

Standpipe Zone to the 3rd Concession of Oro. Alpine Way, Pod’s Lane, Bridle Path, Bunker Place, Nordic 

Trail, and Chestnut Lane are included in Plan 51M-456 

 

1991 
 

-This Agreement, January 1st, 1991. (NOA) 

 

- Definitions around a Municipal Water System for Zone 1 and Zone 2 in Horseshoe Valley. (NOA, 1990, p.6) 

 

- The language includes wells, standpipes, pumps, lands with multiple references to a Municipal Water 

System and an Existing Municipal Water System. (NOA, 1990, pp. 5 to 9) 

 

-January 24th, 1991. By-Law 1991-011. “Being a By-Law to Authorize the Execution of a Subdivision 

Agreement (Horseshoe Highlands Phase IVA) 

 

- January 24th, 1991. By-Law 1991-012. “Amendment Agreement (Horseshoe Highlands Phase IVA) 

 

-March 4th, 1991, Regular Meeting of Council of the Township of Oro. “Be it resolved that the Corporation of 

Oro, with the consent of the Corporation of the Township of Medonte, reopen negotiations with Horseshoe 

Valley for the purpose of entering into a tri-party Agreement to replace the present agreement between the 

Horseshoe Resort Corporation and the Corporation of the Township of Oro and the existing agreement 

between the Horseshoe Resort Corporation and the Corporation of the Township of Medonte; and further, 

the tri-party Agreement is to provide for the assumption of the Oro System by the Corporation of the 

Township of Oro and for the maintenance and supply of the Medonte System by the Corporation of the 

Township of Oro; and further, the Township of Oro’s solicitor and Engineering Consultant with the assistance 

of the Administrator/Clerk from the Corporation of the Township of Oro is instructed to prepare a draft tri-

party Agreement for the approval of Council and presentation to the Township of Medonte and Horseshoe 

Valley.”  

 

-October 28th, 1991. By-Law 1991-30. “A BY- LAW to authorize the execution of a settlement agreement 

between Horseshoe Resort Corporation and the Corporation of the Township of Medonte. WHEREAS it is 

seemed expedient to enter into a Settlement Agreement with Horseshoe Resort Corporation with respect to 

the appeal by Horseshoe Resort Corporation of By-Law 1990-22 of the Township of Medonte. That the Reeve 

and Clerk are hereby instructed not to complete the execution of the Settlement Agreement and related 

documents until there is received from the municipal solicitor a letter confirming that the proposed 

Settlement Agreement and related documents are completed in accordance with the standards required by 

the Municipality.” 
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1992 
 

-On June 30th, 1992, Knox Martin Kretch Limited presented a Report on Valley Zone 1 Municipal Water 

System to Horseshoe Resort Corporation. (By permission from Keith Mathieson, Engineering and 

Environment Services, Oro-Medonte 2003) 

 

-April 22nd, 1992, Regular Committee of the Whole Meeting. “David White, Township Solicitor, R.G. Robinson, 

Township Engineer, and Fred Haughton, Public Services Administrator, were present to review Horseshoe 

Valley Water System; Mr. Gary Cunnington, Clerk and Deputy Reeve Norm Dalziel from the Township of 

Medonte were also present for the Horseshoe Valley discussion. 

(1) Mr. White explained that there was currently a registered agreement with Horseshoe to address water 

supply for future development proposals. The system has not been upgraded and there are no Letters of 

Credit to guarantee the works. Ideally, a new tri-party Agreement between Horseshoe Valley/Oro/Medonte 

for water supply and ownership, especially in light of a two hundred and fifty (250) unit condominium 

proposal in Medonte, should be entered into. R.G. Robinson could investigate the water systems on both 

sides of Horseshoe Valley Medonte to look at any deficiencies and requirements for upgrading.” 

 

- April 22nd, 1992, Regular Committee of the Whole Meeting. “It is recommended that the Letter from David 

S. White, Township Solicitor, regarding Horseshoe/Salvil - Easements, be received and referred to R.G. 

Robinson and Associates to confirm and report back on the request to release the Letter of Credit.” 

 

- April 22nd, 1992, Regular Committee of the Whole Meeting. “It is recommended that R. G. Robinson and 

Associates Limited, be directed to review the present Water Systems in the Horseshoe Valley Developments, 

both existing and proposed within the Townships of Oro and Medonte, and further, any costs associated with 

same will be recovered from Horseshoe Valley, failing which the Township of Medonte would absorb the 

costs, subject to Medonte's confirmation.” 

 

-July 3rd, 1992. The Corporation of the Township of Medonte. Minutes. “Resolution 92-190 was passed as 

follows: That Council of the Township of Medonte enter into an agreement with the Township of Oro to 

have them provide a program of inspection and maintenance of the Township’s water system.” This 

Resolution shows that since the Township of Oro owned the supply components and some other components 

in Plan 1587, that the Township of Medonte wanted Oro to inspect and maintain the system on their behalf. 

Maintenance, operation, and repair of the Water System was performed by Horseshoe Resort Limited and 

Salvil Investments Limited under the Water Rights Guarantee Agreement, May 23rd, 1980 and By-Law 82-6 

of 1982 prior to the 1990 Agreement (Oro, Horseshoe, and Salvil). Former Township of Medonte. 

 

-By-Law 1992-50. “That a By-law to extend an agreement with Horseshoe Resort Corporation be considered 

read a first and second time, read a third time and passed this 14th day of September, 1992 and numbered 

By-law 1992- 50". See Zoning By-Law 1990-22 Township of Medonte. Former Township of Medonte. 
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1993 

 

-February 3rd, 1993. By-Law 1993-18 “Being a By-Law to Authorize the Issuance of the Certificate of 

Maintenance and Final Acceptance (Underground Works) for Horseshoe Highlands Subdivision – Phases 1 and 

II)”. 

 

-June 14th, 1993. By-Law 1993-18.  Former Township of Medonte. Proposed Budgets for Water Works 

Systems for the Former Township of Medonte. Shows residential and non-residential billing amounts, 

administration fees, transfer fees to “others”, and capital. Former Township of Medonte. 

 

1994 
 

- August 24th, 1994, *Special Meeting Oro-Medonte. “It is recommended that the Treasurer advise 

Horseshoe Resort Corporation and their lenders that the Township will begin the Tax Registration of 

properties on January 2, 1995.”  

 
-Amalgamation Consolidation Process Finalized 

 

1996 
 

-Water testing in the Province of Ontario was privatized by the Mike Harris government. 

 

-March 28th, 1996. Ron Robinson, R. G. Robinson & Associates was present to brief Council regarding the 

Horseshoe Resort Water System. 

 

- March 28th, 1996. Peter Smith, Reid & Associates, was present to give Council an overview of the Horseshoe 

Resort S. B. R. system. 

 

- *March 28th, 1996. Special Council Meeting, Oro-Medonte. “Be it resolved that Township Solicitor, David 

White, contact Horseshoe Valley Resort to advise that the 1990 Agreement, Registration No. 185779 is 

terminated and further that Draft Plan Condition No. 6 be complied with immediately and further that a 

Letter of Credit be deposited with the Township to guarantee that Condition # 6 can be complied with and 

that the Township will not allow Discovery Ridge to proceed until Draft Plan Condition No. 6 is complied 

with.” A recent Land Titles search reveals that LT185779 was perhaps not terminated. In fact, no 

amendments or notes were added to this agreement. 

 

-December 18th, 1996, Oro-Medonte By-Law 96-125 changes the fixed rate of tax for the Municipal Water 

System. The flat rate is increased to $200.00/a. This new rate is in effect until 2002. This shows that the 

Water Agreement of 1980 is still in effect and the fixed rate aspect of By-Law 82-6 and the WRGA of 1980 is 

being exercised to reflect increases in rates. 
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-By-Law 96-122. “Being a By-Law to Regulate the Distribution and Use of Water and to fix the prices and the 

time of payment and to amend By-Law No. 1051 of the former Township of Oro” This was REPEALED and 

replaced. “That Section 3 of By- Law 1051 of the former Township of Oro is hereby revoked” 

 

-December 18th, 1996, By-Law 96- 124. “That the rate shall be imposed against the ratepayers serviced by the 

Horseshoe Highlands, Zone 2, waterworks system, including Plans M391, M447, and M456, for the supply of 

water; AND WHEREAS there may be agreements with respect to waterworks systems.” This last phrase is 

notable given that the 1990 Agreement was intended to be “terminated”. This implies that their request may 

not have been exercised. 

 

1997 
 

-*March 1997. R.G. Robinson and Associates Report. Horseshoe Highlands Subdivision-Phase IVA. 5 lots 

held as security and listed as surplus lands for sale by Oro-Medonte. Final Acceptance and assumption of 

belowground works are not granted or assumed. See Appendix and Conclusions. This Report had a 

significant influence on the Zone 2 water supply system and the integration of the Zone 1 water supply 

system. The water supply system is designated as a “communal [Municipal] system with well supply”. 

LT185778 and LT185779 are integrated registered documents that are problematic at this time. See the 

discussion in the conclusion and summary. 

 

-April 16th, 1997. By-Law 97-32. “Being a By-Law to Authorize the Execution of a Letter of Agreement to 

Establish the Severn Sound Environmental Association (Severn Sound Remedial Action Plan)” 

 

-October 15th, 1997. By-Law 1997-73. “AND WHEREAS there may be agreements with respect to waterworks 

systems; That By-Law 96-122 of the Township of Oro- Medonte is hereby repealed;” Rate of $200.00/a. 

REPEALED 

 

-October 15th, 1997. By-Law 1997-76. “AND WHEREAS there may be agreements with respect to waterworks 

systems; That the rate shall be imposed against the ratepayers serviced by the Horseshoe Valley-Medonte, 

Zone 1, waterworks system, including Plan 1531, M10, M11 and M23, for the supply of water; That the 

residential rate for the year, if paid by the due date, shall be $200.00;” 

 

-October 15th, 1997. By-Law 1997-77. “AND WHEREAS there may be agreements with respect to waterworks 

systems; That the rate shall be imposed against the ratepayers serviced by the Horseshoe Highlands, Zone 2, 

waterworks system, including Plan M391, M447 and M456, for the supply of water; That the residential rate, 

per unit, for the year, if paid by the due date, shall be $200.00;” 

 

-*November 5th, 1997. Oro-Medonte Council Meeting. “Be it resolved that Jennifer Zieleniewski, 

CAO/Treasurer and Chris Williams, Township Solicitor be authorized to file a Statement of Defence and 
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Counter Claim in response to the Statement of Claim served by Horseshoe Resort Corporation as Court File 

G21205-97.” 

 

-*December 17th, 1997. Oro-Medonte Council Meeting. “Be it resolved that the confidential report from 

Jennifer Zieleniewski, CAO/Treasurer, re: Horseshoe Valley Resort Corporation Bankruptcy Proposal, be 

received and adopted.” 

 

1998 
 

-January 7th, 1998. Oro-Medonte Council Meeting. Motion No. 13 Moved by Sommers, seconded by Craig. 

“Be it resolved that the report from Jennifer Zieleniewski, CAO/Treasurer, re: Update re Notice of Intention to 

Enforce Security (HRC)/ Horseshoe Valley Resort Corporation Proposal of January 6, 1998, be received and 

adopted.” 

 

-January 7th, 1998. Oro-Medonte Council Meeting. Motion No. 17 Moved by McConnell, seconded by Hough. 

“Be it resolved that the verbal confidential report from Jennifer Zieleniewski, CAO/Treasurer, re: Toronto- 

Dominion Bank, Zurich Indemnity Company of Canada, Horseshoe Valley Limited Partnership and Horseshoe 

Resort Corporation vs. The Corporation of the Township of Oro-Medonte be received and further that the 

CAO/Treasurer be authorized to proceed with the Statement of Defense.” 

 

-January 7th, 1998. Oro-Medonte Council Meeting. Motion No. 18 Moved by McConnell, seconded by Bell. 

“Be it resolved that the confidential report from Jennifer Zieleniewski, CAO/Treasurer re: Personnel, be 

deferred.” 

 

-*February 4th, 1998. By-Law 98-13. “BEING A BY -LAW TO ADOPT A STATEMENT OF INVESTMENT POLICIES 

AND GOALS WITH RESPECT TO THE INVESTMENT OF SURPLUS CASH, RESERVE AND RESERVE 

FUNDS, AND SINKING FUNDS” 

 

-April 1st, 1998. By-Law 98-43. “Being a By-Law to Authorize an Agreement for the purpose of 

delegating to the Health Unit certain responsibilities with respect to sewage systems (with a capacity of less 

than 10,000 litres per day). No inspection needed for systems with a capacity less than 10,000 litres per day. 

 

-May 6th, 1998. By-Law 98-48. “BEING A BY- LAW TO AUTHORIZE BORROWING” AND WHEREAS 

the total amount of the estimated revenues of the Corporation as set forth in the estimates adopted 

for the preceding year, not including revenues derivable or derived from (a) borrowings or issues of 

debentures, (b) surpluses including arrears of levies, and ( c) transfers from the capital fund, reserve 

funds, or reserves is 21,106,706 (8,796,442 + 1,545,426 - 172,932 + 11,293,369 + 1,264,046 - 0 - 

310,942 - 1,308,703); AND WHEREAS twenty- five (25) per cent of the total of the estimated 

revenues of the Corporation as set forth in the estimates adopted for the preceding year is $ 

5,276,676;” How much of these “reserve funds” came from the Zone 1 & Zone 2 water supply 

systems in Horseshoe Valley. 
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-November 4th, 1998. By-Law 98-106. Horseshoe Highlands - M-391, M-447, M-456 ZONE 2, Minimum Rate 

$200.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Oro 1587, $200.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Medonte 1531, M-IO. M-11, M-23, 

$200.00/Unit. 

 

1999 
 

-October 6th, 1999. By-Law 99-106. Horseshoe Highlands - M-391, M-447, M-456 ZONE 2, Minimum Rate 

$200.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Oro 1587, $200.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Medonte 1531, M-IO. M-11, M-23, 

$200.00/Unit. 

 

-December 15th, 1999. By-Law 99-130. Horseshoe Highlands - M-391, M-447, M-456 ZONE 2, Minimum Rate 

$200.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Oro 1587, $200.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Medonte 1531, M-IO. M-11, M-23, 

$200.00/Unit. 

 

2000 
 

-October 4th, 2000. By-Law 2000-76. “Being a By-Law to Authorize the Issuance of a Certificate of 

Substantial Completion and Acceptance (Aboveground Works) Horseshoe Highlands - Phase IVA.” 

 

- *Walkerton outbreak of waterborne gastroenteritis. 

 

2001 

 

January 17th, 2001. By-Law 2001-05. “Being a By-Law to Authorize the Issuance of a Certificate of 

Substantial Completion and Acceptance (Above-Ground Works) Horseshoe Highlands - Phase II.” Phase 2 

belongs to Plan 5IM-447, which includes Valleycrest Drive and Dale Court. 

 

-June 6th, 2001. By-Law 2001-58. Horseshoe Highlands - M-391, M-447, M-456 ZONE 2, Minimum Rate 

$325.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Oro 1587, $200.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Medonte 1531, M-IO. M-11, M-23, 

$200.00/Unit. 

 

2002  
 

- *Safe Drinking Water Act 

 

-January 16th, 2002. By-Law 2002-002. “Being a By-Law to Authorize the Issuance of a Certificate of 

Maintenance and Final Acceptance (Aboveground Services) for Horseshoe Highlands Subdivision-Phase 4A 

(Horseshoe Resort Corporation).” This is Plan 51M-456. The streets include Highland Drive (from 

approximately the Zone 2 Standpipe to the 3rd Concession of Oro), Alpine Way, Pod’s Lane, Bridle Path, 
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Bunker Place, Nordic Trail, and Chestnut Lane. Township of Oro-Medonte staff have confirmed that the 

Underground Services have been given final acceptance. If LT185779 was fully executed and certificates of 

maintenance and final acceptance for the belowground services were issued, then the Zone 1 Standpipe and 

other mains, valves, hydrants and other equipment associated with the elevated storage would have been 

dedicated to the Zone 1 water supply system which it apparently was not. 

 

-January 28th, 2002, Horseshoe letter from Vice President of Operations and Development to Township of 

Oro-Medonte CAO, Ms. Jennifer Zieleniewski. The letter states that Horseshoe Resort “owns and operates” a 

water system that supplies water to Zone 1 Oro and Zone 1 Medonte Residents. The letter asks for water rate 

increases for Zone 1 residents to match billing for Zone 2 residents. The Resort refers to the 1980 water 

agreement that provides for “a fixed water rate plus the cost of collection”. (WRGA, 1980, p. 5) It also asks for 

cost of living allowances and electrical power costs as well. (WRGA, 1980, p. 5)  The Resort relies on the 

Agreement for direction but fails to recognize that the distribution system was assumed in October of 1982 

by Medonte Township. At the time, By-Law 82-6 stated that “AND WHEREAS the Developer is prepared to 

dedicate the said mains, services, building and equipment to the Corporation at no cost to the Corporation;” 

The Township of Medonte “owned” this water distribution system in 1982 and thereafter. 

 

-March 20th, 2002. Township of Oro-Medonte Council Meeting. “e) Horseshoe Valley Resort Ltd., 

correspondence requesting a water rate increase.” This is evidence that the Water Agreement of 1980 is still 

being exercised. The water rate was increased to $325.00/a, an increase of $125.00/a. 

 

-August 14th, 2002. By-Law 2002-86. Horseshoe - Oro 1587, $325.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Medonte 1531, M-IO. 

M-11, M-23, $325.00/Unit. 

 

-Report. Horseshoe Valley Zone 1-Request for Water Rate Increase. By Keith Mathieson. The WRGA of 1980 is 

again used as a reference point for this Report which clearly shows the relevance of the Water Rights 

Guarantee Agreement on rates imposed on Zone 1 residents in Horseshoe Valley. 

 

-December 11th, 2002. By-Law 2002-131. A By-law to Rezone Concession 4, Plan M-447, Lot 18, Township of 

Oro-Medonte (formerly Township of Oro), County of Simcoe (Horseshoe/Salvil (Oro) Ltd.) 

 

-December 18th, 2002. By-Law 2002-133. “Being a By- Law to Authorize the Issuance of a Certificate of 

Maintenance and Final Acceptance (Aboveground Works) for Horseshoe Highlands Subdivision, 

Phase 11- 51M-447 (Horseshoe/Salvil (Oro) Limited)”.  

 

2003 
 

-From the period of 1997 to approximately 2008, the water bills in Oro-Medonte did not provide information 

explaining that residents were “served” by a private system. These bills indicate to anyone paying them that 

they were paying a municipal bill for water. In 2003, as part of the actual bill, a supplement was attached 
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forwarding information by the Director of Engineering and Environmental Services, Keith Mathieson (Oro-

Medonte). It clearly refers to our water supply system as a Municipally-Operated Water System. 

 

-March 11th, 2003 Letter from Martin Kimble, Vice President, Operations & Development, Horseshoe Resort. 

The letter asks for a rate increase of $575.00, to cover the increased operating costs. This increase is in effect 

until 2005.  

 

-April 16th, 2003. By-Law 2003-24. Horseshoe Highlands - M-391, M-447, M-456 ZONE 2, Minimum Rate 

$575.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Oro 1587, $575.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Medonte 1531, M-IO. M-11, M-23, 

$575.00/Unit. 

 

-Township of Oro-Medonte Report. Horseshoe Valley Zone-1 Request for Water Rate Increase. By Keith 

Mathieson. Once again, the WRGA of 1980 is used as a municipal vehicle to drive these water rate increases. 

 

2004 

 

-March 17th, 2004. By-Law 2004-024. “Being a By-law to Amend By-law No. 2003-025, a By-law to Regulate 

Municipal Water Systems within the Township of Oro-Medonte” 

 

-May 14th, 2014. Water Taking As a Land Use: Options for Municipalities. Prepared for the Township of Oro-

Medonte by Meridian Planning Consultants Inc. 

2005 

 

- May 4th, 2003. By-Law 2005-43. Horseshoe Highlands - M-391, M-447, M-456 ZONE 2, Minimum Rate 

$575.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Oro 1587, $575.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Medonte 1531, M-IO. M-11, M-23, 

$575.00/Unit. 

 

2006 
 

-Horseshoe Resort Letter Water Rate Increase. Martin Kimble, Vice President, Operations & Development, 

Horseshoe Resort. This is yet another example in a string of events linking the WRGA to the imposition of 

rates in Zone 1, Horseshoe Valley. 

 

-May 17th, 2006. By-Law 2006-044. Horseshoe Highlands - M-391, M-447, M-456 ZONE 2, Minimum Rate 

$600.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Oro 1587, $600.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Medonte 1531, M-IO. M-11, M-23, 

$600.00/Unit. 
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2009 

 

-September 9th, 2009. By-Law 2009-115. “AND WHEREAS Council of the Township of Oro-Medonte did, on 

the 13th day of May, 2009, enact By-Law 2009-056 to provide for the imposition of fees or charges; AND 

WHEREAS Council deems it necessary to amend Schedule "J" of By-Law 2009-056; 3.6 Where no quarterly 

water meter reading can be obtained, the unit shall be automatically charged a consumption charge of 

$100.00, per quarter, until the meter reading is obtained or the requirements under Section 3.3 have been 

completed by the municipality.” 

 

-March 25th, 2009. By-Law 2009-039. Being a By-Law to Authorize the Execution of the Ontario Small 

Waterworks Assistance Program. Received $25000 each year for 4 years. Total assistance of $100000, $25000 

each year for 4 consecutive years. It’s not clear how much of these funds went to the Zone 1 and Zone 2 

water supply system in Horseshoe Valley. 

 

2010 

 

-June 23rd, 2010. By-Law 2010-093. Horseshoe - Oro 1587, $600.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Medonte 1531, M-IO. 

M-11, M-23, $600.00/Unit. 

 

2011 
 

-April 27th, 2011. By-Law 2011-064. “AND WHEREAS Council of the Township of Oro-Medonte did, on the 

23rd day of June, 2010, enact By-Law 2010-093 to provide for the imposition of fees or charges; AND 

WHEREAS pursuant to Motion No. C110406-15 Council has deemed it necessary to amend Schedule “J”, 

Water, of By-Law 2010-093. Consumption Charge Each unit shall be assessed a consumption charge at the 

rate of $1.90 per cubic meter (m3). Effective July 1, 2011, each unit shall be assessed a consumption charge at 

the rate of $2.02 per cubic meter (m3).” 

 

-Along with quarterly water bills, the Township of Oro-Medonte often attached supplemental documents 

about the municipally-operated water system. While the Township has several separate water supply 

systems, none of these accompanying information supplements differentiates these systems as municipal or 

non-municipal (PVT), so naturally most residents think that they belong to a municipally-operated water 

supply system. The 2011 letter/supplement was about proposed maintenance flushing of water systems. 

 

2012 
 

-April 4th, 2012. By-Law 2012-062. “SCHEDULE ` J' TO By-Law 2012-062 WATER; Horseshoe - Oro 1587, 

$600.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Medonte 1531, M-IO. M-11, M-23, $600.00/Unit; “Municipal Water Systems" shall 

include all water works established within the present Township of Oro-Medonte, and shall further include 

any present or future extensions to the water works under any Act or under an agreement between the 
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Township or its predecessors, but shall not include any private water works which have not been acquired, 

established, maintained or operated by the Township or its predecessors.” This definition of “Municipal 

Water Systems” is notable because it includes, by definition, both Zone 1 Oro Plan 1587 (By-Law 1974-1051) 

and Zone 1 Medonte Plans 1531, M-10, M-11, and M-23 (By-Law 1982-6). Both By-Laws falls within an 

Agreement between the Township or its predecessors, namely the former Townships of Oro and Medonte. 

 

- Along with quarterly water bills, the Township of Oro-Medonte often attached supplemental documents 

about the municipally-operated water system. While the Township has several separate water systems, none 

of these accompanying information supplements differentiates these systems as municipal or non-municipal 

(PVT), so naturally most residents think that they belong to a municipally operated water system. The 2012 

letter/supplement was about By-law No. 2009-082 watering regulations. 

 

2013 

 

-November 27th, 2013. By-Law 2013-214. Amending Water Meter Package by deleting $394.50 and replacing 

with $430.00. 

 

2014 

 

-February 5th, 2014. By-Law 2014-012. “Each unit shall be assessed a consumption charge at the rate of $ 2.02 

per cubic meter (m3); Horseshoe - Oro 1587, $600.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Medonte 1531, M-IO. M-11, M-23, 

$600.00/Unit. 

 

-November 12th, 2014. By-Law No.2014-127 Horseshoe Craighurst Corridor Master Plan Funding Agreement 

By-Law. 

 

2015 

 

-June 25th, 2015. By-Law 2015-115. “Each unit shall be assessed a consumption charge at the rate of $2.22 

per cubic meter (m3); Horseshoe - Oro 1587, $600.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Medonte 1531, M-IO. M-11, M-23, 

$600.00/Unit. 

 

-Cole Engineering Group Ltd., Progress Report 1 available to Oro-Medonte 

 

- The Zone 1 Oro-Medonte Water Bill from 2015 displays a header that indicates a Municipal Water Bill in 

2015. It looks like any other Municipally-Operated Water Bill in Ontario. There is a statement about Zone 1 

and Zone 2 being supplied by two ground water sources. There is no mention that either Zone belongs to a 

Private Water System. Between the period of 2008 and 2018, all of the water bills displayed this message in 

Zone 1 Horseshoe Valley. 
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2016 
 

-July 13th, 2016. By-Law 2016-110. “Each unit shall be assessed a consumption charge at the rate of $2.44 per 

cubic meter (m3); Horseshoe - Oro 1587, $800.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Medonte 1531, M-IO. M-11, M-23, 

$800.00/Unit. 

 

-December 8th, 2016. Skyline Utilities Services Inc. Engineering Evaluation Report. Horseshoe Valley Resort 

Water System, Town of Oro-Medonte, Project No.: WM16-0466 

 

2017 

 

-July 1st, 2017. By-Law 2017-053. That Sections 3. 1 and 3. 2 of Schedule “J” to By-Law 2016-110-Water be 

deleted in their entirely and replaced with; Operating Charges-Municipal Water Systems.” 

 

-May 10th, 2017. By-Law 2017-061. “And Whereas Council of the Township of Oro- Medonte did, on the 13th 

day of July, 2016, enact By-Law 2016-110 to provide for the imposition of fees or charges; And Whereas 

Council deems it necessary to Sections 3.3 and 3.4 of Schedule “J” to By-Law 2016-110 -Water; That Section 

3.3 of Schedule “J” to By-law No. 2016- 110-Water be deleted in its entirely and replaced with: Municipal 

Water Systems-Non-Metered Units-Flat Rate; Owners on municipal water systems who do not allow access to 

their homes for the purpose of the installation or repair of water meters will, after three notices, be charged 

$ 300.00 per quarter ($1,200.00 annually); That Sections 3.4 of Schedule “J” to By-Law 2016-110-Water be 

deleted in its entirely and replaced with: Water Services provided by Skyline (a private (PVT) utility) - Flat 

Rate.” It is noteworthy that this is the first time that the Flat Rate Zone 1 utility is given a private (PVT) 

designation since 1974 when the first Zone 1 municipally-operated water supply system was assumed, and 

the second occurring in 1982. 

 

-October 3rd, 2017. Letter from Horseshoe Skyline regarding water rates for the Horseshoe System. Due to 

increased cost, Horseshoe is asking to set the rate to $880/a. This is further evidence that the Water Rights 

Guarantee Agreement of 1980 is still in effect given the Resort’s contractual obligation to inform the 

Township of rate increases before the mailing of new bills to customers in Zone 1. 

 

-November 22nd, 2017. By-Law 2017-145. “And Whereas By-Law 2017-053 contained a typographic error; 

Council deems it appropriate to pass an amending By-Law in accordance with Motion No. SC170503-7 per the 

May 3, 2017 Special Council Meeting; That in Sections 3. 1 of Schedule “J” to By-Law 2017-053-references to 

effective dates of July 1, 2018 and July 1, 2019 be deleted and replaced with January 1, 2018 and January 1, 

2019 respectively.” 

 

-December 13th, 2017. By-Law 2016-166. Water Services provided by Skyline (a private (PVT) utility) - Flat 

Rate; Horseshoe - Oro 1587, $880.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Medonte 1531, M-IO. M-11, M-23, $880.00/Unit. 
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2018 
 

-Cole Engineering Group Ltd., Progress Report 2 available to Oro-Medonte 

 

- The Zone 1 Oro-Medonte Water Bill from 2018 displays a header that indicates a Municipal Water Bill in 

2018. It looks like any other Municipally-Operated Water Bill in Ontario. For the first time in Zone 1 in 

Horseshoe Valley, the water bills between 2018 and 2020 state that some customers belong to a private 

water system, although it does not actually disclose that any particular customer belongs to the private 

system. Customers in Zone 1, who are presumably part of the so-called private system as articulated by the 

Township of Oro-Medonte, have been provided water bills that do not provide this important information.  

 

-While the message on the water bills changed considerably during the 2018 calendar year, OREA Sales 

Documents show overwhelmingly that the water utility designation was consistently “Municipal”. It’s 

apparent from these documents that most people in Zone 1 who purchased homes since the early 1990s, 

bought them with the understanding that the water system in Zone 1 in Horseshoe Valley was a municipal 

one. Since OREA data was locked prior to 1990, information is not available since the inception of the water 

system in the 1970s.  

 

-April 25th, 2018. By-Law 2018-044. Amended. “And Whereas the Corporation of the Township of Oro- 

Medonte operates and maintains municipal water systems; Water Services provided by Skyline (a private 

(PVT) utility) - Flat Rate; Horseshoe - Oro 1587, $880.00/Unit; Horseshoe - Medonte 1531, M-IO. M-11, M-23, 

$880.00/Unit. 

 

2019 
 

-October 28th, 2019. CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ORO-MEDONTE. Water Financial Plan. 

 

-November 6th, 2019. Special Council Meeting. Municipal Drinking Water Financial Plan. 

 

- Cole Engineering Group Ltd., Draft Master Plan Report available to Oro-Medonte 

 

- Cole Engineering Group Ltd., Final Draft Master Plan Report available to Oro-Medonte 

 

- Cole Engineering Group Ltd., Final Master Plan Report available to Oro-Medonte 

 

- Zone 1 Integration Water Plan 

 

-Horseshoe Valley-Zone 1 Water Integration Staging 
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2020 
 

-Focus Group Established to address possible fee structure of Zone 1 Integration Water Plan. Definitions of 

“Ownership” of the Water System were also discussed. 

 

-Proposed 10% credit for Horseshoe Medonte Reserve Contribution 

 

-Proposed 25% credit for Horseshoe Medonte Reserve Contribution 

 

-Focus Group comprises of various Oro-Medonte staff, Zone 1 Oro Residents, Zone 1 Medonte Residents, 

Council Members from Ward 1 and Ward 3, and the Mayor of Oro-Medonte. 

 

-March 12th, 2020. All stakeholders worked hard to reduce potential costs to the Residents of Zone 1 in 

Horseshoe Valley. 

 

-There was debate about whether The System was a Private or Municipal System. 

 

-March 13th, 2020. Special Council Meeting Regarding Zone 1 Water Rates.  

 

-Decisions about Water Rates were deferred until the Focus Group had a chance to discuss further reductions 

in costs with Township staff members. 

  

-The COVID-19 crises has caused a cancellation of the proposed March 25th meeting. 
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Appendix A1 
The Township of Medonte set up so-called Sinking Funds or Reserve Funds for the domestic water supply that included 
a pro rata share to provide for the replacement of the water system, based upon Ontario Ministry of the Environment 
guidelines and estimated costs. (TAA, 1982, p. 5) The following is a note from the Treasurer’s Office billing the Pine 
Ridge Ski Club for amortization of Capital in the Horseshoe Valley Water System for periods 1985, 1986, 1987, 1988, 
1989, and 1990 pertaining to water used for snowmaking. (See Appendix A2) 
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Appendix A2 
 

As the Owners of the water supply system, the Township of Oro-Medonte likely had a responsibility to 

establish a Capital Cost Replacement Fund initially at the recommendation of the Province of Ontario, and 

later the Province of Ontario mandated that Municipalities had a legal obligation to establish Reserve Funds. 

The Residents of Zone 1 Horseshoe Valley have unresolved questions about these Reserves:  Q1. When did 

the Township of Oro-Medonte (and former Townships of Oro and Medonte) establish Capital Cost 

Replacement Funds and when did they establish a Dedicated Reserve Fund? Q2. As the collector of the fees 

charged to the Residents of Zone 1 and Zone 2, the Township of Oro-Medonte (and former Townships of Oro 

and Medonte) received a 5% administration fee, so did the Township of Oro-Medonte also take the 

provincially mandated Capital Cost Replacement amount and place it in the so-called Dedicated Reserve 

Fund? If not why not? Q3. If the Township of Oro-Medonte did not “reserve” the money from the water taxes 

paid by the Residents in Zone 1 and Zone 2 Horseshoe Valley, did the Township of Oro-Medonte instruct the 

Operator (the Resort) to create a Capital Cost Replacement Fund? If not why not? Since the Township of Oro-

Medonte is responsible for these Funds and if they “instructed” the Resort to establish Funds, then the 

Operator (the Resort) should have that Fund in place and consequently any upgrades to the water supply 

system should have been paid directly from those Funds and/or by the Resort. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

33 
 

Appendix B1 
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Appendix B2 
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Appendix C1 

Along with quarterly water bills, the Township of Oro-Medonte often attached supplemental documents about the 

municipally-operated water supply system. While the Township has several separate water supply systems, none of 

these accompanying information supplements differentiates these systems as municipal or non-municipal (PVT), so 

naturally most residents think that they belong to a municipally-owned & operated water supply system. This is a 

Technical Information Sheet Prepared by Berkeley in 2003. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

36 
 

Appendix C2 

This is the reverse side of the Technical Information Prepared by Berkeley in 2003. (See Appendix C1) 
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Appendix D1 

This is a Zone 1 Oro-Medonte Water Bill from 2003. The Headers show a Municipal Water Bill in 2003. It looks like any 

other Municipally-Operated Water Bill in Ontario. There are no statements about Zone 1 being a Private Water System 

(PVT). Prior to 2008, all of the water bills look like this bill. The Oro-Medonte Water Bills for Zone 1 start in 1994, the 

year of amalgamation of Oro and Medonte. 
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Appendix D2 

This is a Zone 1 Oro-Medonte Water Bill from 2015. The Headers show a Municipal Water Bill in 2015. It looks like any 

other Municipally-Operated Water Bill in Ontario. There is a statement about Zone 1 and Zone 2 being supplied by two 

ground water sources. There is no mention that either Zone belongs to a Private Water System (PVT). Between the 

period of 2008 and 2018, all of the water bills look like this bill.  
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Appendix D3 

This is a Zone 1 Oro-Medonte Water Bill from 2018. The Headers show a Municipal Water Bill in 2018. It looks like any 

other Municipally-Operated Water Bill in Ontario. For the first time, the water bills between 2017 and 2020 state that 

some customers are served by a private (PVT) for water and waste water system. This customer on Pine Lane lives in 

Zone 1, which is presumably part of the so-called private service provided by the Resort. (See Appendix D4) 
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Appendix D4 

This is a Zone 1 Oro-Medonte Water Bill from 2018. The Headers show a Municipal Water Bill in late 2018. It looks like 

any other Municipally-Operated Water Bill in Ontario. There is a subtle difference between this Water Bill and the 

others in 2017 and 2018. “Customers receiving private (PVT) water or wasterwater service from Skyline should direct 

all service inquires to the front desk at Horseshoe Resort…”  This customer on Cathedral Pines lives in Zone 1, which is 

presumably part of the so-called privately serviced water system (PVT), but the language of this particular bill only 

refers to “service” not “ownership”. As we know, the former Township of Medonte formed leasing agreements with 

the Resort for operation, maintenance, and repair. “Service” implies that Skyline is providing a service for which they 

are obliged to provide under the contractual agreement of 1980, the Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of May 23rd 

and the By-Laws that hold governance over Plans 1587, 1531, M-10, M-11, M-23, and the Condominiums on the former 

Medonte side. 
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Appendix E1 

Along with quarterly water bills, the Township of Oro-Medonte often attached supplemental documents about the 

municipally-operated water supply system. While the Township has several separate water systems, none of these 

accompanying information supplements differentiates these systems as municipal or non-municipal (PVT), so naturally 

most residents think that they belong to a municipally-owned and operated water system. This 2011 letter was about 

proposed maintenance flushing of water systems. 
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Appendix E2 

This is the reverse side of the 2011 Supplement (See Appendix E1) 
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Appendix F 

While all Residents in Zone 1 are charged a Flat Rate for their Municipally-Owned and Operated Water Supply System, 

some homes were already equipped with meters and accompanying electronic equipment. This Meter was installed in 

1997 as a building requirement in Oro-Medonte. According to a Wamco Meter Installer, a sub-contractor for Oro-

Medonte, many homes in Zone 1 have existing meters. This meter is still operating on Pine Lane in Cathedral Pines, 

Zone 1 despite being charged a flat rate for water service. 
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Appendix G 

Along with quarterly water bills, the Township of Oro-Medonte often attached supplemental documents about the 

municipally-operated water supply system. While the Township has several separate water supply systems, none of 

these accompanying information supplements differentiates these systems as municipal or non-municipal (PVT), so 

naturally most residents think that they belong to a municipally-owned and operated water supply system. This 2012 

letter was about By-law No. 2009-082 watering regulations. 
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Appendix H 

This Skyline Horseshoe Zone 1 Integration Table shows a 10% credit for Horseshoe Medonte Reserve Contribution 

collected through Skyline Flat User Rate. Does this show Reserve Funds dating back to 1980, 1982, and 1991? See By-

Law 98-48. Could this 10% credit be a fair representation of the reserve funds since the inception of this water supply 

system? (See Appendix A2) 
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Appendix I1 

This Table shows Zone 1 Medonte Municipal Water Rates from 1980 to 2020. Zone 1 in Horseshoe Valley had two 

designations based on the Township: Zone 1 Oro and Zone 1 Medonte. Zone 1 Oro mirrored all of the same rates for 

the same period of time despite being attached to Oro from 1980 to 1994. Oro did receive an increase in water rates in 

1982 from $90.00/a to $100.00/a. While Zone 1 Water Rates were governed by the Water Rights Guarantee 

Agreement, May 23rd, 1980, Zone 1 Oro Residents seemed to be governed by the same aspects of the WRGA (WRGA, 

1980, p. 5A).  
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Appendix I2     Statistic Canada Cost of Living Index from 1974 to 2020. See Calculator (Appendix I3) 
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Appendix I3 

This is a Statistics Canada Cost of Living Calculator. The first water rates imposed on Zone 1 residents occurred in 1974. 

The rate was set at $74.00/a (By-Law 1974-1051). The Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of 1980 stipulates that the 

rates can be adjusted for Cost of Living as indexed by Statistics Canada including the cost of hydroelectric power or 

other sources of power to supply water. (WRGA, 1980, p. 5) The calculator reveals that our current rates after cost of 

living should be $401.13/a instead of the current rate of $880.00/a. It seems evident that the Water Rights Guarantee 

Agreement of 1980 has not been adhered to over the history of this contractual Agreement. A forensic audit of the 

rates imposed on Zone 1 and Zone 2 residents ought to be granted to establish if Zone 1 customers have been over-

charged for water services given the covenants of the Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of 1980. Combined with 

Surplus Reserve Funds and Provincial Water Grants, Horseshoe Valley customers may have not have enjoyed the 

benefits of these funds and grants to adequately operate, maintain, repair, and enhance the entire water supply 

system, including current expenditures on new capital components. Is this a contractual estoppel and was there a duty 

to advise the customers of Zone 1 over the past 40 years? 
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Appendix I4 
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Appendix J 

April 1st, 1982. Reid and Associates Limited Consulting Engineers. This letter recommends that the Township of 

Medonte assumes the roads and waterworks in Zone 1 in Horseshoe Valley. 
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Appendix K1 

October 12th, 1982. Minutes of Council of the Township of Medonte. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

52 
 

Appendix K2 

October 12th, 1982. Minutes of Council of the Township of Medonte. Passing of Resolution 82-242. Passing of By-Law 

82-6. This By-Law assumes most of the distribution equipment associated with the Zone 1 Water System. Some of this 

equipment resides on Horseshoe Property in the Township of Oro. 
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Appendix K3 

October 12th, 1982. Minutes of Council of the Township of Medonte. Passing of Resolution 82-242. Passing of By-Law 

82-6. This By-Law assumes most of the distribution equipment associated with the Zone 1 Water Supply System. Some 

of this equipment resides on Horseshoe Property in the Township of Oro. 
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Appendix L1 

October 12th, 1982. By-Law 82-6. This By-Law assumes most of the distribution equipment associated with the Zone 1 

Water Supply System. Some of this equipment resides on Horseshoe Property in the Township of Oro. 
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Appendix L2 

October 12th, 1982. By-Law 82-6. This By-Law assumes most of the distribution equipment associated with the Zone 1 

Water Supply System. Some of this equipment resides on Horseshoe Property in the Township of Oro. 
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Appendix M 

March 4th, 1991. Council Meeting of the Township of Oro. Oro seeks to form a new Tri-Party Agreement (Motion 25) 

with Horseshoe Valley and the Township of Medonte. The intent is to fashion a new water deal replacing the Medonte 

WGRA of 1980. There is no evidence that this deal was ever realized. The Amalgamation process probably interrupted 

the possibility of finalizing this Tri-Party Agreement. 
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Appendix N1 

April 22nd, 1992. Council Meeting of the Township of Oro. R.G. Robinson and Associates Limited are tasked to review 

the Water Supply System. All costs of the review will be remitted by Horseshoe or the Township of Medonte subject to 

their confirmation. 
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Appendix N2 

“Resolution 92-190 was passed as follows: That Council of the Township of Medonte enter into an agreement 

with the Township of Oro to have them provide a program of inspection and maintenance of the Township’s 

water system.” 
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Appendix O 

August 24th, 1994. Council Meeting of the Township of Oro-Medonte. The Township of Oro-Medonte sends a notice to 

Horseshoe Resort Corporation and their lenders that they will begin the Tax Registration of properties in early 1995. 

(Motion # 25) Notice the importance of a recorded vote.  
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Appendix P 

August 25th, 1995. Council Meeting of the Township of Oro-Medonte. Motion No. 24. The assumption of Communal 

Sewage System in Zone 1 Medonte. 
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Appendix Q1 

March 28th, 1996. Special Council Meeting. Motion No. 2. David White is instructed to contact Horseshoe Valley Resort 

to advise that the 1990 Agreement is terminated. This effectively removes governance over the supply equipment of 

Zone 1 in Horseshoe Valley. If this termination took place, Horseshoe Valley Resort became sole owners of the supply 

components of the Zone 1 Water System. Those components included the main well, standpipe, and associated 

equipment. The WRGA of 1980 and accompanying By-Law in Medonte in 1982 was still in place and the newly formed 

Township of Oro-Medonte used those Agreements to continue the relationship with Horseshoe Valley Resort. 

LT185779 does not appear to have been terminated or revoked. But, the belowground works of Plan 51M-456, 

according to current Oro-Medonte staff, were not assumed.  
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Appendix Q2 

*March 1997. R.G. Robinson and Associates Report. Horseshoe Highlands Subdivision-Phase IVA. 5 lots held as 

security and listed as surplus lands for sale by Oro-Medonte. Final Acceptance and assumption of belowground 

works are not granted or assumed. This Report had a significant influence on the Zone 2 water supply system and the 

integration of the Zone 1 water supply system. The water supply system is designated as a “communal [Municipal] 

system with well supply”. LT185778 and LT185779 are integrated registered documents that are problematic at this 

time. See the discussion in the conclusion and summary. 
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Appendix Q3 
 

The Trouble with 456: 

Plan 51M-456 Phase IVA Horseshoe Highlands Zone 2—a summary of key events. 

 

For a more detailed account of each entry, review the Time-line, Appendices, Charts, Tables, discussion, and 

the public record. 

 

-July 24th, 1990. By-Law 1990-022. Zoning By-Law in Medonte impacting the development of Timber Ridge 

and other Horseshoe Lands. See 1996 Council minutes for connection. 

 

-June 20th, 1989. Registration of LT185779. (Oro Water Agreement) Alpine Way, Pod’s Lane, Bridle Path, 

Bunker Place, Nordic Trail, and Chestnut Lane are included in 456. 

 

- October 31st, 1990. Registration of LT185778. This is the Oro subdivision agreement for 456. 

 

-January 24th, 1991. By-Law 1991-011. Subdivision Agreement (456) 

 

- January 24th, 1991. By-Law 1991-012. Oro Amendment Agreement for 456. Title to lots 15, 19, 105, 108, and 

144 of Plan 51M-456 held for 4th Line Reconstruction Security. 

-March 4th, 1991, Oro. Tri-party Agreement is attempted. 

-October 28th, 1991. By-Law 1991-30. Settlement agreement between Horseshoe Resort Corporation and the 

Corporation of the Township of Medonte. Over Horseshoe Lands and Timber Ridge. 

 

- April 22nd, 1992, Horseshoe/Salvil – Oro Easements (456) report by R.G. Robinson and Associates to confirm 

and report back on the request to release the Letter of Credit. 

-July 3rd, 1992. Medonte asks Oro. “Resolution 92-190 was passed as follows: …a program of inspection and 

maintenance of the Township’s water system by Oro. 

 

-By-Law 1992-50. To extend an agreement with Horseshoe Resort Corporation for development. 

- August 24th, 1994, Oro “It is recommended that the Treasurer advise Horseshoe Resort Corporation and 

their lenders that the Township will begin the Tax Registration of properties on January 2, 1995.”  

 

- 1994, Amalgamation Consolidation Process Finalized 

-March 28th, 1996. Intent to terminate 1990 Agreement, Registration No. 185779. 

-March 28th, 1996. Draft Plan Condition No. 6 be complied with an immediate Letter of Credit deposited. 
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-March 28th, 1996. “Discovery Ridge” not allowed to go ahead without compliance with Condition No 6. Did 

they mean Timber Ridge? 

 

-March 5th, 1997. The lands deemed to be surplus to the needs of the Municipality: a) Plan M-456, Lot 105, b) 

Plan M-456, Lot 144, c) Plan M-456, Lot 145, d) Plan M-456, Lot 15, and  e) Plan M-456, Lot 19. Notice that a 

lot has been added and a lot subtracted from By-Law 1991-012, namely the addition of Lot 145 and the 

subtraction of Lot 108. When listed by the Township, these lots sold for less than $50000 per lot. They were 

to cover $371,000.00 taken for security. See By-Law 1991-12 Oro. 

 

-March 1997. R.G. Robinson and Associates Report. (See Appendix Q2) 

 

July 2nd, 1997. Tenders for listing agreements for surplus Municipal Lands for Sale. Notice that a lot has been 

added and a lot subtract from By-Law 1991-012, namely the addition of Lot 145 and the subtraction of Lot 

108. 

 

-November 5th, 1997. Filed a Statement of Defence and Counter Claim in response to the Statement of Claim 

served by Horseshoe Resort Corporation as Court File G21205-97.  

 

-November 19th, 1997. Aird & Berlis (Chris Williams) Confidential Correspondence about the Zone 2 Water 

System. 

 

-December 17th, 1997. Re: Horseshoe Valley Resort Corporation Bankruptcy Proposal received and adopted. 

-January 7th, 1998. Re: Notice of Intention to Enforce Security (HRC)/ Horseshoe Valley Resort Corporation 

Proposal of January 6, 1998, be received and adopted. 

 

-January 7th, 1998. Re: Toronto- Dominion Bank, Zurich Indemnity Company of Canada, Horseshoe Valley 

Limited Partnership and Horseshoe Resort Corporation vs. The Corporation of the Township of Oro-Medonte 

be received and further that the CAO/Treasurer be authorized to proceed with the Statement of Defense.” 

-January 16th, 2002. By-Law 2002-002. Issuance of a Certificate of Maintenance and Final Acceptance 

(Aboveground Services) for Horseshoe Highlands Subdivision-Phase 4A (Horseshoe Resort Corporation). 

-May 19th, 2020. Director of Development Services Confirms that a By-Law assuming the Underground Works 

for 456 does not exist “unfortunately”. 
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Appendix R 

On December 18th, 1996, The Corporation of the Township of Oro-Medonte passed a By-Law to impose against the 

ratepayers serviced by Zone 1 Horseshoe Valley-Medonte, a new annual rate for the supply of water. This is the first 

time that Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of May 23rd, 1980 was amended to reflect changes in rates. The original 

rate of $90.00/a is adjusted to $200.00/a. This same fee structure is also imposed on Zone 1 Horseshoe Valley-Oro 

ratepayers. This By-Law confirms that the original Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of May 23rd, 1980 is still in 

effect for 1996. It also shows governance over the supply works for both Zone 1 Oro and Zone 1 Medonte. The idea of 

“ownership” over the supply aspects of the system is at least shared under the 1990 Agreement. (See Appendix I) 
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Appendix S1 

On January 28th, 2002, Horseshoe Resort asked to impose new rates for the Zone 1 Oro and Zone 1 Medonte water 

supply system to ratepayers. Due to increased costs related to the Ontario Water Resources Act Regulation of August 

2000, it’s suggested to increase the annual rate to mirror Zone 2 rates of $325.00/a. This also satisfies the WRGA of 

1980. (WRGA, 1980, p. 5A)  (See Appendix I) 
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Appendix S2 

On January 28th, 2002, Horseshoe Resort asked to impose new rates for the Zone 1 Oro and Zone 1 Medonte water 

supply system to ratepayers. Due to increased costs related to the Ontario Water Resources Act Regulation of August 

2000, it’s suggested to increase the annual rate to mirror Zone 2 rates of $325.00/a. (WRGA, 1980, p. 5A)  (See 

Appendix I) 
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Appendix S3 

On July 16, 2002, Keith Mathieson filed a Report entitled “Horseshoe Valley Zone 1-Request for Water Rate Increase. 

This Report confirms that the original Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of May 23rd, 1980 is still in effect for 2002. 

(WRGA, 1980, p. 5A)  (See Appendix I) 
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Appendix S4 

On August 14th, 2002 By-Law No.2002-86 was in effect increases rates for all Zone 1 ratepayers, including Horseshoe-

Oro 1587, Horseshoe-Medonte 1531, M-10, M-11, M-23, and Pine Ridge Ski Club. (See Appendix I) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

70 
 

Appendix T1 

On March 11th, 2003, Martin Kimble, Vice President, Operations & Development wrote a letter to Keith Mathieson of 

Oro-Medonte asking for an increase in the water rate for Zone 1 ratepayers. To cover increased operating costs, an 

increase of $575.00 was requested. This further shows the importance of the WRGA of 1980. (WRGA, 1980, p. 5A)  (See 

Appendix I) 
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Appendix T2 

March 13th, 2003 Report: Horseshoe Valley Zone 1-Request for Water Rate Increase. Once again, the Water Rights 

Guarantee Agreement of May 23rd, 1980 is still in effect for 2003. (WRGA, 1980, p. 5A)  (See Appendix I) 
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Appendix T3 

March 13th, 2003 Report: Horseshoe Valley Zone 1-Request for Water Rate Increase. Once again, the Water Rights 

Guarantee Agreement of May 23rd, 1980 is still in effect for 2003. (WRGA, 1980, p. 5A) (See Appendix I) 
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Appendix U1 

On April 5th, 2006, Horseshoe Resort asked for a twenty-five dollar increase in the annual rate for the Horseshoe Zone 

One water system. Once again, the Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of May 23rd, 1980 is still in effect for 2006.  

(WRGA, 1980, p. 5A) (See Appendix I) 
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Appendix U2 

On May 17th, 2006, The Township of Oro-Medonte posted a Notice to Water Users of proposed rate increases to be 

effective on January 1st, 2006. The proposed rate increase for 2006 was $600.00/a. (See Appendix I) 
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Appendix U3 

On May 17th, 2006, By-Law No. 2006-042 was passed allowing for rate changes in 2006. (See Appendix I) 
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Appendix U4 

On May 17th, 2006, By-Law No. 2006-046 was passed allowing for rate changes in 2006. (See Appendix I) 
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Appendix V1 

On July 13th, 2016, By-Law No. 2016-110 was passed allowing for rate changes in 2016. (See Appendix I) 
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Appendix V2 

October 3rd, 2017. Letter from Horseshoe Skyline regarding water rates for the Horseshoe System. Due to 

increased cost, Horseshoe is asking to set the rate to $880/a. This is further evidence that the Water Rights 

Guarantee Agreement of 1980 is still in effect given the Resort’s contractual obligation to inform the 

Township of rate increases before the mailing of new bills to customers in Zone 1. (WRGA, 1980, p. 5A) 
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Appendix V3 

On April 25th, 2018, By-Law No. 2018-044 was passed allowing for rate changes in 2018. (See Appendix I) 
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Appendix W 

June 14th, 1993. By-Law 1993-18.  Proposed Budgets for Water Works Systems for the Former Township of 

Medonte. Shows residential and non-residential billing amounts, administration fees, transfer fees to 

“others”, and capital. (See Appendix A2) 
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Appendix X1 

A drawing showing Zone 1 and Zone 2 Plans, Phases, Zones, and Streets in Horseshoe Valley. Plan 1587 Country Club 

Lane and Birch Grove. Plan 1531 Beechwood and Maple Crest. Plan M-10 Pine Ridge Trail, Pine Hill, and Pine Spring 

Plan M-11 Pine Point and Cathedral Pines Road. Plan M-23 Pine Lane. Plan 51M-391 Highland Drive (4th Concession to 

Zone 2 Standpipe) and Fairway Court. Plan 51M-447 Valleycrest Drive and Dale Court. Plan 51M-456 Highland Drive 

(Beyond Zone 2 Standpipe to 3rd Concession), Alpine Way, Pod’s Lane, Bridle Path, Bunker Place, Nordic Trail, and 

Chestnut Lane. (By permission from Keith Mathieson, Engineering and Environment Services, Oro-Medonte 2003) 
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Appendix X2 

A document showing Zone 1 and Zone 2 Plans, Phases, Zones, and Streets in Horseshoe Valley. Plan 1587 Country Club 

Lane and Birch Grove. Plan 1531 Beechwood and Maple Crest. Plan M-10 Pine Ridge Trail, Pine Hill, and Pine Spring 

Plan M-11 Pine Point and Cathedral Pines Road. Plan M-23 Pine Lane. Plan 51M-391 Highland Drive (4th Concession to 

Zone 2 Standpipe) and Fairway Court. Plan 51M-447 Valleycrest Drive and Dale Court. Plan 51M-456 Highland Drive 

(Beyond Zone 2 Standpipe to 3rd Concession), Alpine Way, Pod’s Lane, Bridle Path, Bunker Place, Nordic Trail, and 

Chestnut Lane. (By permission from Keith Mathieson, Engineering and Environment Services, Oro-Medonte 2003) 
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Appendix X3 

On June 30th, 1992, Knox Martin Kretch Limited presented a Report on Valley Zone 1 Municipal Water 

System to Horseshoe Resort Corporation. A Drawing of the entire water supply system in Zone 1 and Zone 2 

in Horseshoe Valley in 1992. (By permission from Keith Mathieson, Engineering and Environment Services, 

Oro-Medonte 2003) 
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Appendix X4 

On June 30th, 1992, Knox Martin Kretch Limited presented a Report on Valley Zone 1 Municipal Water 

System to Horseshoe Resort Corporation. A Drawing of the water supply system in Zone 1 and Zone 2 in 

Horseshoe Valley in 1992. This is a specific view of the Zone 1 Standpipe and Resort Well #3. (By permission 

from Keith Mathieson, Engineering and Environment Services, Oro-Medonte 2003) 
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Appendix X5 

Report On Valley Zone 1 Municipal Water System, Knox, Martin, Kretch Limited, June 30th, 1992 p. 1 June 20th, 1989. 

Registration of LT185779. This is Phase 4A of Zone 2 of the former Township of Oro. The streets include 

Highland Drive from approximately the Elevated Storage or Standpipe Zone to the 3rd Concession of Oro. 

Alpine Way, Pod’s Lane, Bridle Path, Bunker Place, Nordic Trail, and Chestnut Lane are included in Plan 

51M-456. This Report was required by this Plan of Subdivision. Notice the reference to a two-zone Municipal 

water system. (By permission from Keith Mathieson, Engineering and Environment Services, Oro-Medonte 

2003) 
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Appendix Y 

 
How much was borrowed against the “reserve funds” from the Zone 1 & Zone 2 water supply systems in Horseshoe 

Valley? Were these funds returned to the Dedicated Reserve Funds of the Zone 1 water supply system? 
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Appendix Z 

Jack Haggerty, representing the ratepayers in Zone 1 and Zone 2 in Horseshoe Valley, tried to unravel the 

water supply system story in the summer of 2003. The confusion around this story has been around for 

decades. 
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Appendix AA1 

By-Law 1974-1051. This By-Law by the former Township of Oro assumes the aboveground and belowground 

works of Plan 1587, encompassing Country Club Lane and Birch Grove. The water rights are guaranteed by a 

contractual agreement between the former Township of Oro and Horseshoe Valley Limited. This becomes a 

municipally-owned and operated water distribution system for Plan 1587. 
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Appendix AA2 

See Appendix X1 for a full description. This is page 2 of By-Law 1974-1051 
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Appendix AA3 

Subdivision Plan for Plan 1587. It also demarcates water lines, sanitary sewer lines, and storm sewer lines. 
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Appendix BB1 

By-Law 1991-30. “This is to authorize the execution of a settlement agreement between Horseshoe Resort 

Corporation and the Corporation of the Township of Medonte.” 
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Appendix CC1 

By-Law 1992-50. This is an Amendment to By-Law 1991-30, to authorize an amendment to a settlement 

agreement between Horseshoe Resort Corporation and the Corporation of the Township of Medonte. Notice 

the note to “Attach to By-Law Bankruptcy Proposal”. During the 1990s, two Bankruptcy Proposals were likely 

tabled, one in the former Township of Medonte and one in the former Township of Oro-Medonte. These 

events may have interrupted the assumption process of the underground works of Plan 51M-456 and the 

integration of Zone 1 and Zone 2 water supply systems. Information reveals that Horseshoe Resort was in 

Bankruptcy Protection for a period of two years, from approximately 1993 to 1995. 
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Appendix CC2 

See Appendix Z1 for a full description of By-Law 1992-50. This is page 2 of that By-Law. 
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Appendix DD1 

On May 26th, 1987 this well was likely drilled for Plan 1587, linking this well to the Zone 1 Municipal Water 

Supply System. The Primary purpose is identified as “Water Supply” and the Secondary Purpose is identified 

as “Municipal Supply”. This is a Ministry of the Environment Document which confirms that Municipal Wells 

were drilled to likely supply a municipal water supply system. 
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Appendix DD2 

On July 27th, 1988 this well was likely drilled for Plan 1587, linking this well to the Zone 1 Municipal Water 

Supply System. The purpose is identified as “Water Supply” and the use is identified as “Municipal Supply”. 

This is a Ministry of the Environment Document which confirms that Municipal Wells were drilled to likely 

supply a municipal water supply system. 
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Appendix DD3 

There are 14 wells near Country Club Lane. There are 5 operational wells today, 4 historic wells, and 5 other 

bore holes. The two historic Production Wells are significant because they were to be dedicated to Zone 1 

according to historical data. Production Well #1 has a significant rate of production of 37.9 L/sec. This well, 

along with other wells, could have easily filled the Zone 1 Standpipe and reportedly supplied water to the 

Medonte side along with other wells. 
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Appendix EE1 

Plans 1531, M-10, M-11, M-23, and 1587 form a peripheral water supply system that links with the Zone 1 

Standpipe and Well #3 on the Resort property and possibly with the “Active” and “Historical” wells on 

Horseshoe Valley Road near Country Club Lane. Zone 1 watermains then link into the mains that flow into 

Zone 2. The mains move through Plan 51M-447 where they merge with Plan 51M-391. The mains flow east to 

the 4th Concession and westerly toward the Zone 2 Elevated Tank. At this point the watermains move into 

Plan 51M-456. This Plan of Subdivision (Registered as LT185779), once assumed, dedicates the Zone 1 

Standpipe to the Zone 1 Plans, completing the municipally-owned and operated water supply system in 

Horseshoe Valley. With some valve adjustments, both Zone 1 and Zone 2 water supply systems work as one 

fully-integrated system. This has reportedly happened on a few occasions. (By permission from Keith 

Mathieson, Engineering and Environment Services, Oro-Medonte 2003) 
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Appendix EE2 

This is Schedule 4 showing the existing Medonte Portion of the Municipal Water [Supply] System.  
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Appendix EE3 

This is Schedule 5 showing the existing Oro Portion of the Municipal Water [Supply] System. Notice that it 

also encompasses portions of the Resort.  
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Appendix FF1 

How much of this program was allocated to Zone 1 and Zone 2 Horseshoe Valley? This was Part 1 (OSWAP-1) 

of the Program. How much money was allocated to Zone 1 and Zone 2 in Part 1 (OSWAP-1)? 
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Appendix FF2 

How much of this program was allocated to Zone 1 and Zone 2 Horseshoe Valley? This was Part 2 (OSWAP-2) 

of the Program. How much money was allocated to Zone 1 and Zone 2 in Part 2 (OSWAP-2)? 
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Appendix FF3 

How much of this program was allocated to Zone 1 and Zone 2 Horseshoe Valley? This was Part 3 (OSWAP-3) 

of the Program. How much money was allocated to Zone 1 and Zone 2 in Part 3 (OSWAP-3)? There was 50 

million available to 200 Townships in Ontario. If distributed evenly, Oro-Medonte would have received a 

minimum of $250000 dollars. The records show that they may have received 1.2 million or more. 
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Appendix GG1 

1980 Water Rights Guarantee Agreement. (15 Pages) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

104 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

105 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

106 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

107 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

108 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

109 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

110 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

111 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

112 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

113 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

114 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

115 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

116 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

117 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

118 
 

Appendix HH1 

1982 Water Rights Guarantee Agreement. (8 Pages) 
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Appendix II1 

1991 LT185779, Phase IVA, Plan 51M-456 Water Agreement. (13 Pages) 
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Appendix JJ1 

1992 Knox, Martin, and Kretch Report (KMK) (27 Pages) 
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Appendix KK1 

1990 LT185778, Phase IVA, Plan 51M-456 Subdivision Agreement. (35 Pages) 
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Appendix LL1 

1991 By-Law 1991-12, Phase IVA, Plan 51M-456 Subdivision Agreement Amendment. (3 Pages) 
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Conclusion 

The story of the evolution of the Horseshoe Valley water supply system is very complex given that aspects of 

the story have been lingering aimlessly for the better part of 46 years. Not to trivialize the importance and 

scope of the current ownership narrative, planners plan, developers develop, builders build, and 

municipalities work to regulate and govern the entire process with the view of future assumption in mind. 

Sometimes this process is punctuated by practices and actions that interrupt the normal course of events 

leading to assumption. This particular story about the Horseshoe Valley water supply system is just that, a 

story that ebbs and flows. It’s a story much like a “push-me-pull-you” where the stakeholders move one step 

forward and two steps back. 

Horseshoe Resort Corporation, its affiliates, and the former Townships of Oro and Medonte began 

engineering, developing, and building the water supply system in earnest in 1974. The system in Zone 1, 

crisscrossing both the former Township of Medonte and the former Township of Oro, is largely the same 

system today as it was when it was designed and built in the mid-1970s. Of course, some aspects of the 

system have been repaired and replaced over the years, but, for all intents and practical purposes, the Zone 1 

water supply system is pretty much the same. 

The bulk of this Zone 1 water supply system was assumed by the former Township of Medonte on October 

12th, 1982. By-Law (82-6) assumed the watermains, valves, pump house, and related equipment on both sides 

of Horseshoe Valley Road. Today, townships would “Authorize the Issuance of a Certificate of Maintenance 

and Final Acceptance of Aboveground Services or Belowground Services” and then they would create a By-

Law to assume the works and services. With the exception of the sewage tile beds, the former Township of 

Medonte did exactly this, assumed the above and belowground services making it their own. It’s not clear to 

the Focus Group if some of the infrastructure was assumed leading to the standpipe and original well (Well 

#3) on the resort property, but it was clearly part of the Agreement of Assumption and the resulting By-Law 

(82-6) and a key part of the Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of 1980. Unmistakably, all of the Zone 1 

water supply system (Plans 1531, M-10, M-11, and M-23) was assumed by the Township of Medonte on the 

north side of Horseshoe Valley Road. Medonte Township may have had the opportunity to assume the 

standpipe and wells on the Resort property, but there may have been mitigating factors precluding this 

assumption. One factor may have been related to the fact the former Township of Oro intended to assume 

those components along with the so-called Zone 2 water supply system, components known as the 

Highlands.  

Plan 1587, which is the subdivision on the south side of the valley, assumed the water lines, shut-off valves, 

and hydrants in 1974 (By-Law 1974-1051). Accordingly, in 1974, the former Township of Oro accomplished 

the same thing on the south side in Plan 1587: the below and aboveground works were assumed, but the 

wastewater works leaving the Plan didn’t get assumed until 2003.The water guarantees were looked after in 

By-Law 1974-1051 (and the Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of 1980). Another difficult aspect with 

Medonte’s possible assumption of the standpipe and wells is that it was not only on private Resort property 

but that it was in an entirely different Township. While there is precedence for this kind of multi-agreement 

assumption in Simcoe County, it was likely easier at the time waiting for Oro to finish the job of assumption. 
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The unusual thing about the assumption of the water works was that the Township of Medonte leased the 

system back to Horseshoe Resort and its partners. Horseshoe agreed to operate, maintain, repair, and insure 

the works for a meager amount. On the surface, it seems odd that all parties would agree to such an 

awkward contract, but Horseshoe Resort retained its rights to surplus water and received fees from 

ratepayers for their service. The Township of Medonte happily relinquished these duties to a private sector 

company saving them the burden of operating yet another utility in their geographically expansive township. 

Consequently, the water supply system was providing domestic water for Zone 1 (both Oro and Medonte) 

ratepayers right up until amalgamation in 1994 and beyond. There’s no evidence that these original 

agreements, proposals, and by-laws were amended in any way in the Townships of Medonte, Oro, and Oro-

Medonte. Future By-Laws allude to these early Agreements and By-Laws but do not revoke them.  

During a Special Meeting of Council on March 13th, 2020, Oro-Medonte Township staff reported that no other 

amending agreements were made. While no amendments were made adjusting these key guiding templates 

of the water supply system in Horseshoe Valley, By-Laws were created adjusting the rates imposed on 

ratepayers in Zone 1 on the Medonte side, Zone 1 on the Oro side, and Zone 2 on the Oro side. These By-

Laws worked to supersede a key covenant of the Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of May 23rd, 1980 and 

By-Law 1974-1051. (WRGA, 1980, p. 5A) This will be addressed later in this discussion.  

Concurrently, development was taking place in the former Township of Oro as well. As the natural course of 

development moves along, the Township of Oro strikes an Agreement in 1990 with Horseshoe Resort and its 

associates. The Agreement outlines the remaining aspects of the Horseshoe water supply system known as 

Zone 2. For the first time, the entire water supply system is seemingly owned and operated by two 

municipalities along with a contractual relationship with a private sector company. While the Township of 

Oro did not likely assume the over-lapping water works of Zone 2 in the early 1990s, they did work towards 

that end. In fact, on July 13th, 1992, the former Township of Medonte sought to make an agreement to have 

Oro “maintain and inspect” the entire water supply system, including the components on the Medonte side, 

those components that supplied water to Plan 1531, M-10, M-11, and M-23 along with Plan 1587 on the Oro 

side. These are the streets and subdivisions that lead to the top of the hill at Cathedral Pines as you head east 

to Coulson.  

In March of the same year, the Township of Oro reaches out and asks for a Tri-Party Agreement with all the 

stakeholders to consolidate the entire works under the banner of Oro, and soon to be Oro-Medonte. 

This is where the water story gets murky, for several events interrupt the assumption of the water works in 

Zone 2 which impacts the water supply system in Zone 1. In the early 1990s, the County of Simcoe was busy 

making plans to restructure parts of its County. This process euphemistically was called Amalgamation. The 

Mike Harris government was busy re-jigging the province’s municipal boundaries and Oro-Medonte was a 

natural progression of events. This process likely interrupted the local negotiations among the water supply 

system stakeholders. What’s more, there is evidence that Horseshoe’s financial situation may have been 

problematic for Medonte, Oro and later Oro-Medonte. Several Council sessions illuminate difficulties 

between and among all parties in those early years of the newly formed Township of Oro-Medonte. 
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Unfortunately for the ratepayers of this water supply system, assumption of certain components may have 

become a fleeting dream, for in 2000 in the community of Walkerton a deadly outbreak of waterborne 

gastroenteritis changed the drinking water landscape irreversibly in Ontario. The Safe Drinking Water Act 

among other Provincial mandates changed the way Municipalities in Ontario managed their water supply 

systems. New regulations around water procurement, water treatment, water storage, and water 

distribution changed commensurately with the times. 

Horseshoe Resort and its partners had to make adjustments to their physical plant. It’s unclear if they used 

taxpayer (Reserve Funds or Sinking Funds) money to address these immediate concerns, but “Sinking Fund” 

accounts where collecting fees for years to look after the needs of the water supply system. All three 

Townships apparently collected money to this end. In fact, Oro-Medonte may have borrowed against these 

“surplus” reserve funds. It’s not clear if these Funds were returned to their dedicated accounts. 

Taken altogether, the assumption of the entire works is confusing. Added to this set of events over the 

decade (1990s), relationships between the Township of Oro-Medonte and Horseshoe Resort seemed 

strained. Council records of minutes reveal shaky ground between the two stakeholders during the mid to 

late-1990s. 

On March 28th, 1996, Oro-Medonte instructed its solicitor to advise Horseshoe that they were “Terminating” 

their 1990 Agreement. LT185779 may not have been altered or terminated at that time. A recent search of 

that document reveals that it is still in effect. Curiously, late in that same year, the Council of Oro-Medonte 

fashions a new By-Law to change the rate imposed against ratepayers in Zone 1 (the Medonte side) in 

Horseshoe Valley. What’s interesting about this new By-Law that was passed on December 18th, 1996, is that 

it alludes to the existence of historical By-Laws (By-Law 82-6) and Water Agreements (1980 Water Rights 

Guarantee Agreement and the Water Agreement of January 1st, 1980, p.5A). Remember that this By-Law 82-6 

is the one that assumes the water supply system in Horseshoe Valley on the Medonte side. The new By-Law 

96-125 adjusts the rate of $180.00/a imposed on 1531, M-10, M-11, and M-23, those plans on the north side 

of Horseshoe Valley road. The records appear to now say Zone 1 Oro and Zone 1 Medonte. This is evidence 

that the original Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of May 23rd, 1980 is alive and well (WRGA, 1980, p. 

5A). The new rates imposed on both groups in Zone 1 is set at $200.00/a. By-Law 96-122 Revokes Section 3 of 

By-Law 1974-1051, eliminating the original fee of $74.00/a and the “ownership” of the water supply. This By-

Law is Repealed and replaced by By-Law 97-73, undoing the so-called cancelation or revocation of Section 3 

of 1974-1051, keeping this By-Law intact. 

To be sure, most residents in Zone 1 proper believe that they belong to a municipally-owned and municipally-

operated water supply system in Horseshoe Valley. All real-estate documents, with few exceptions, indicate 

that the water utility is “Municipal”. Communications from the Township do not indicate otherwise. Even the 

Oro-Medonte Water Bills are devoid of any private ownership definitions until 2017. Even then, individual 

bills do not explain concisely to the ratepayers in Zone 1 Oro or Zone 1 Medonte that they belong to a Private 

water supply system in Horseshoe Valley, just that Customers are serviced by a PVT. The Township of Oro-

Medonte never outwardly says explicitly what it may understand implicitly. 
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Not until 2002, does the water story bubble up again. On January 28th, 2002, the Vice President of Operations 

and Development of Horseshoe Resort Corporation sends a letter to the Township asking for a water rate 

increase. (WRGA, 1980, p. 5A) This seems to match the language provided in the WRGA of 1980. (WRGA, 

1980, p. 5A) Unsurprisingly, the letter refers to the Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of May 23rd, 1980. 

(WRGA, 1980, p. 5A) The letter goes on to remind everyone of that original agreement and that the Resort has 

the implied right to ask for fees to compensate for operational expenses, cost of living allowances, and 

increases in hydro electric rates. This is quite a revelation to the Focus Group members. These rights and 

privileges were clearly articulated in the WRGA of 1980. (WRGA, 1980, p. 5A)  Even more interesting is the 

response back from the Township. Sure, that seems reasonable. Let’s change the rate to reflect this realty, so 

the ratepayers were imposed with a new bill of $325.00/a. (WRGA, 1980, p. 5A) The water supply system in 

Horseshoe Valley is still guided by the original assumption By-Laws and Agreements of 1980, 1982, and 1991. 

On March 11th, 2003, just months after the last increase, Zone 1 residents are presented with yet another 

increase, this time to $575.00/a. The rationale behind this sudden change was due to increased operating 

costs associated with Provincial policies. More to the point, Zone 2 ratepayers were already paying 

$575.00/a, so, naturally, Horseshoe wanted to mirror what was going on in the Highlands. This again 

references the WRGA of 1980. 

In 2006, the whole process started again and the water rate was increased by $25.00/a to $600.00/a. That’s a 

significant amount of increases in a short span of time. There was relative status quo until the next increase 

in 2016 and again in 2018. In 2017, prior to the increase in fees, Skyline submitted a letter outlining fee 

increases for 2018. Again, this matches the original language of the WRGA of 1980. (WRGA, 1980, p. 5A) Zone 

1 ratepayers on both sides of Horseshoe Valley now pay a Flat Rate of $880.00/a. 

Without spending lots of time and money on Freedom of Information Requests and unravelling specific 

documents relevant to this story, Zone 1 Residents are now facing a massive bill that will follow them for 

another 25 years, making this assumption story a legacy spanning 71 years. Don’t forget that Zone 1 Oro 

(Birch Grove Drive and Country Club Lane) were assumed under Oro By-Law 1051 on December 12, 1974, and 

all subdivisions on the Medonte side of Horseshoe Valley Road were assumed by Medonte under By-Law 82-6 

(watermains) on October 12, 1982 and By-Law 82-5 (roads)! 

Without doubt, Zone 1 Residents on the Medonte side have belonged to a municipally-owned water supply 

system for the past 40 years. The Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of May 23rd, 1980 keeps surfacing in 

By-Laws every now and again. The same thing seems to occur in Zone 1 on the Oro side. But, suffice to say, 

those residents also strongly believe, and for good reason, that they too belong to a municipally-owned 

water supply system in Horseshoe Valley. 

Another nuance in this long story is the role of the Ministry of the Environment, for they have designated the 

Horseshoe Resort Well, Treatment facilities, and Distribution system as a Non-Municipal Drinking Water 

System in Zone 1. This designation stuck after 2002. Is this an accurate and fair representation of the entire 

water supply system, or is it just a specific designation for well number 3 on the Resort property? The MOE 

could best resolve this confusion. Does it change how the Township of Oro-Medonte view the ratepayers of 

both sections of Zone 1—absolutely? Current administration believes that a large amount of the new 
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infrastructure charges should be imposed on Zone 1 residents in Horseshoe Valley and they are using this 

designation to justify their costs and so we have the so-called Water Integration Plan and a massive bill for 

Zone 1 residents. They believe what the Province believes, that ratepayers who “join” a municipal water 

supply system should pay the bill (User Pay Policies). In recent correspondence with the MOE, they refer to 

the Zone 1 water supply system as Non-Municipal Year Round Residential Drinking Water System which is 

owned by Skyline not the municipality. They went on to explain that the Township of Oro-Medonte was in 

the process of connecting Skyline (Horseshoe Resort) customers to the adjacent Horseshoe Highlands Large 

Municipal Residential Drinking Water System as explained on the Township’s website. They further explained 

that these parts of Non-Municipal Distribution System would be connected to the municipal system, and 

would be assumed by the municipality. 

Zone 2 is comprised of Plan 51M-391 (Phase 1), Plan 51M-447 (Phase 2), and Plan 51M-456 (Phase IVA). It 

appears as though Plan 51M-456 (LT185778 and LT185779) is still governed by the 1990 Agreement, which is 

ostensibly the longest Maintenance Agreement on record in Oro-Medonte. The Aboveground Works of each 

of these plans has been approved, along with the Underground Works of Plans 51M-391 and 51M-447. 

Strangely, Zone 1 Oro and Medonte were assumed, but the Zone 2 Waterworks in Phase IVA has not been 

assumed, yet this system is given the Large Municipal Residential Drinking Water System designation. To be 

sure, potable water was a “guaranteed” commodity in each By-Law and Agreement in Zone 1. These 

revelations have been corroborated by the current Township of Oro-Medonte. 

Many ratepayers believe that they’ve been “hooked-up” to a municipally-owned water supply system since 

the inception of this system in Zone 1 1974 (Oro), in Zone 1 1980 (Medonte), and Zone 2 1990 (Oro). They 

consider the new policies to be unfair and draconian in nature. They have many unresolved concerns and 

questions. 

Hopefully, the current administration in Oro-Medonte will listen carefully to these concerns and questions 

and adjust this current plan to reflect fairness, integrity, and the facts—that all Zone 1 residents in Plans 

1531, M-10, M-11, and M-23 already belong to a municipally-owned and operated water supply system in 

Horseshoe Valley. 

According to water system analyst, expert and author, Oyedele O. Adeosun, “Today, a water supply system 

consists of infrastructure that collects, treats, stores, and distributes water between water sources and 

consumers.” (Adeosun, Water Online, 2014, p. 1) He states further that, “The purpose of [a] distribution 

system is to deliver water to consumers with appropriate quality, quantity and pressure. Distribution system 

is used to describe collectively the facilities used to supply water from its source to the point of usage.” 

(Adeosun, Water Online, 2014, p.1) This reinforces the idea that the water supply system in Horseshoe Valley 

is a complex network of components, many or all of which are owned and governed by the Township of Oro-

Medonte under the rubric of Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of May 23rd, 1980 and a variety of By-

Laws. 

The ownership narrative is complex given that the Township of Medonte leased the water supply system to 

Horseshoe Resort Corporation and their partners for a meager $1.00, renewable every 5 years. This 

agreement began in 1982 and was renewed every fifth year perhaps until as recently as 2017. So the question 
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remains, how do you lease something that you don’t own? If the Township of Medonte leased the system 

back to a private corporation, then they must have owned it to complete the transaction. If you review By-

Law 82-6, it lists all of the components and there is a specific clause for the supply of domestic water to the 

system. It is a complete, all-encompassing contract of water procurement, water treatment, water storage, 

and water distribution. Now, when the newly formed Township of Oro-Medonte inherited the water supply 

system from the former Township of Medonte, they also inherited the By-Laws and the ubiquitous Water 

Rights Guarantee Agreement of May 23rd, 1980.  

Remember earlier in the conversation that the Township of Oro instructed their solicitors to advise 

Horseshoe that their 1990 Agreement (LT185779) was to be terminated? It seems that it was never executed 

as such, so the Zone 1 and Zone 2 water supply system components, including the Resort’s well and 

standpipe (elevated storage) are integral to the completion of the 2-Zone Municipal water supply system. 

The assumption By-Laws and Agreements of the components in Zone 1 on both sides of Horseshoe Valley 

Road protect the rights and privileges of the capital components for all Zone 1 residents. If there is not an 

integration of the two systems (Zone 1 and Zone 2), then how is water delivered to Zone 1 residents on the 

North side of Horseshoe Valley Road contractually? Since there are no amendments to any of the original 

water agreements, then it stands to reason that the Water Rights Guarantee Agreement of May 23rd, 1980 is 

legally binding and in effect along with the Amendments, Agreements, and By-Laws. If it is in effect, then all 

aspects of the Agreement are still relevant, including the leasing aspects of the contract. To be sure, the 

Township of Oro-Medonte is still operating as though it “owns” the water supply system by virtue of 

covenants outlined in 1982. Oro-Medonte only changed the fee aspect of that original Agreement. In 1996, 

By-Law 96-125 changed “the rate section of any By- Law of the former Township of Medonte that is in effect 

for this waterworks system is hereby repealed.” By-Law, 96-122 changed the fees imposed on residents in 

1587 (Zone 1 Oro). Voila, we have a complete water supply system owned by Oro-Medonte and operated, 

maintained, and repaired by Horseshoe Resort (now Skyline). By-Laws adjusting rates imposed on rate payers 

were renewed several times straight through to 2018. (WRGA, 1980, p. 5A) Was this an example of a 

contractual estoppel and was there a duty to advise the customers of Zone 1 by all stakeholders? 

Looking broadly at the entire story of the water supply system in Horseshoe Valley, the Focus Group is 

perplexed by the complex narrative of this very convoluted ownership story. There are so many peculiar 

nuances to this narrative that need clarification. To be sure, all stakeholders had opportunities over the 

course of 50 years to achieve continuity of the water supply system, but it seems that certain key events 

interrupted the normal course of assumption. Given that all of the stakeholders are now co-proponents of 

the so-called Horseshoe Craighurst Corridor Water, Wastewater and Transportation Master Servicing Plan, 

the need to finally consolidate this Horseshoe water supply system is not only necessary but crucial if these 

settlement areas are to be developed over the upcoming decades. The Focus Group, given their over 500 

hours of desktop research, interviews of key participants related to the Horseshoe water supply system, 

correspondence with Provincial representatives, and various other data, are asking for clarification and time 

to address a plethora of concerns and questions dating back to the mid-1970s. It is our profoundest hope 

that the Township of Oro-Medonte with the help of the Ministry of the Environment will help to address 

these concerns and questions before unfair rates and charges are imposed on a select few ratepayers in Zone 

1, Horseshoe Valley. 
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In summary, the traditional creation of a municipal domestic water supply system for new development 

involves, first of all, a development agreement whereby the developer agrees to construct the works. 

Secondly, the developer constructs the works and, after an agreed upon maintenance period, the 

municipality assumes the works and is then responsible for the operation, maintenance and repair of the 

system going forward. In this instance, this is essentially what happened except that the municipality 

contracted out its’ obligation to operate, maintain and repair through renewable lease agreements. Those 

lease agreements were with the original developer. All of this is clear through the only 3 legal agreements 

that exist and the subsequent lease agreements that were renewed on a 5 year basis. There are a few twists 

and turns through this process (e.g. Horseshoe wanting to retain supply for snow making and irrigation) but, 

basically the traditional process was followed and we now have a water supply system that, either by direct 

ownership and operation or by contracted out operation, can truly be described as a municipally-owned 

water supply system from a legal, contractual, philosophical, mechanical, and moral perspective. 

 

 

 

Focus Group Presentation 

The following series of Slides and Text will be presented to the entire Focus Group, including members from 

the Township of Oro-Medonte. The hope of the presentation is to convince members that the current 

ownership narrative proposed by the Township has precipitated an array of concerns and questions, concerns 

and questions that have a deep historical context. Coupled with the extensive time-line entries of By-Laws, 

various Water Agreements, and Primary and Secondary Documents, the slide presentation is a way to provide 

an abbreviated overview and give some context to the evolution of a water supply system in Horseshoe 

Valley. Members of the Focus Group (residents/customers of the impacted Zone 1 subdivisions) will present 

their findings with the view of removing fees associated with the Water Integration Plan proposed by the 

Township of Oro-Medonte. 
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Overview 
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During a Special Council meeting on Friday, March 13th, 2020, staff members of 
the Municipality of Oro-Medonte articulated that the Zone 1 water supply system 
in Horseshoe Valley was private and serviced by Skyline (Horseshoe Resort). 
Notwithstanding these clarifications and with great respect and deference to the 
current council and staff of Oro-Medonte, the story of the evolution of a water 
supply system in Horseshoe Valley is very compelling and when one starts peeling 
back this convoluted onion, the individual layers reveal intriguing nuances and 
variations, nuances that suggest an entirely different narrative of ownership. 

 To be sure, many Residents in Zone 1 in Horseshoe Valley think that they 
belong to a municipally-owned and municipally-operated water supply system. 
This is a really interesting and complicated story that began as early as 1967. As 
Horseshoe Valley became populated with ski hills, golf courses, condominiums, 
hotels, roads, homes, and people, there grew a predictable need for complex 
infrastructure, including road systems, water mains, waste water facilities, and a 
domestic/potable water supply system.  

 The following is the result of over 400 hours of desk-top research, review of 
key historical by-laws, reports, letters, and council minutes of the former 
Townships of Medonte and Oro and the current Township of Oro-Medonte. As 
well as this short slide presentation, the Focus Group, a vetted group through the 
Township of Oro-Medonte, has created a multi-page Report showing a time-line 
of these historical documents and a summary of events representing the data 
accumulated.  

 This document only represents certain data points and no particular 

personal opinion or bias has been expressed. It’s just a representation of historical 

data which advances an array of concerns and questions related to the Water 

Integration Plan for Zone 1 residents in Horseshoe Valley. 
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Slide 1 
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Slide 1 

Plan 1531 (Former Township of Medonte) 

This represents the 1st subdivision plan registered in Horseshoe Valley 

This Plan was registered on November 9th, 1967 

Assumption By-Law 82-6 (October 12th, 1982) 

By-Laws assuming aboveground and belowground works including water mains, 

valves, hydrants, waste water sewer lines, and storm sewer lines.  Tile beds 

related to all Plans on the Medonte side assumed at a later date.  

 

Water Rights Guarantee Agreement (May 23rd, 1980)  

 

-Horseshoe Resort responsible to operate, maintain, and repair all capital 

components of the entire system without remuneration, except for payment by 

“owners” for water supplied. 

-Horseshoe Resort does not have to “improve” components. Changes due to the 

Walkerton Crisis in 2000 were paid by the Township through Reserves. 

 

Zone 1 Municipal Water Supply System 

The Streets include: 

Beechwood 

Maple Crest 
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Slide 2 
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Slide 2 

Plan 1587 (Former Township of Oro) 

This represents the 2nd subdivision plan registered in Horseshoe Valley 

This Plan was registered on September 15th, 1970 

 Assumption By-Law 1974-1051 (December 12th, 1974) 

Water Rights Guarantee Agreement (May 23rd, 1980)  

 

-Horseshoe Resort grants all water rights and privileges of every kind and 

description to residential homes, Cedar Hills Road Condominiums, Pine Ridge Ski 

Resort, and Plan 1587. 

-Horseshoe Resort was able to maintain surplus water and the “operation” of 

the total water system. 

Zone 1 Municipal Water Supply System 

The Streets include: 

Country Club Lane 

Birch Grove 
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Slide 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

217 
 

Slide 3 

Plan M-10 (Former Township of Medonte) 

This represents the 3rd subdivision plan registered in Horseshoe Valley 

This Plan was registered on September 26th, 1974 

Assumption By-Law 82-6 (October 12th, 1982) 

Assumption By-Law 82-5 (February 10th, 1982) 

 

Water Rights Guarantee Agreement (May 23rd, 1980)  

-Horseshoe Resort set rates and the Township retains administration fees. 

-Rates are adjusted annually for cost of living allowances and power fees. 

-Horseshoe Resort responsible to insure the entire system. 

Zone 1 Municipal Water Supply System 

The Streets include: 

Pine Ridge Trail 

Pine Hill 

Pine Spring 
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Slide 4 
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Slide 4 

Plan M-11 (Former Township of Medonte) 

This represents the 4th subdivision plan registered in Horseshoe Valley 

This Plan was registered on October 2nd, 1974 

Assumption By-Law 82-6 (October 12th, 1982) 

Assumption By-Law 82-5 (February 10th, 1982) 

 

Water Rights Guarantee Agreement (May 23rd, 1980)  

-Township be advised by Horseshoe Resort of any adjustments in water rates 

prior to the Township preparing and mailing its water bills in any year. 

-Should a bona fide question arise as to the title of Horseshoe Valley to the 

Water Supply, the Township shall demand easements registered as real 

property, even if water mains, pumping facilities, and/or water reservoirs 

needed to be moved from time to time. This would be done at the Resorts 

expense. 

-No transfers without prior written notice. 

Zone 1 Municipal Water Supply System 

The Streets include: 

Pine Point 

Cathedral Pines 
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Slide 5 
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Slide 5 

Plan M-23 (Former Township of Medonte) 

This represents the 5th subdivision plan registered in Horseshoe Valley 

This Plan was registered on May 5th, 1975 

Assumption By-Law 82-6 (October 12th, 1982) 

Assumption By-Law 82-5 (February 10th, 1982) 

 

Water Rights Guarantee Agreement  

-If Oro takes over the system, they are to maintain the spirit of the Agreement 

and release Horseshoe Valley Resort and Salvil of further obligations. The 1990 

Agreement and later Amalgamation satisfied this covenant. 

-No charge for firefighting, road cleaning, flushing, and testing. 

-Establish dedicated sinking funds or reserve funds for capital components. 

-Leasing Agreements with Horseshoe Resort. Horseshoe Resort becomes the 

Lessee starting in 1982, renewable every 5 years. The last Agreement may have 

been executed in 2017, making this the 8th Agreement of this kind. 

-The Leasing Agreement was for $1.00 every 5 years. 

-“You can’t lease something that you don’t own!” 

-Zone 1 Municipal Water Supply System 

The Streets include: 

Pine Lane 
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Slide 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Horseshoe Valley Zone 1 Municipally-Owned Water Supply System: Rights & Privileges 

223 
 

Slide 6 

LT29295 (Former Township of Medonte) 

This represents the 6th subdivision plan registered in Horseshoe Valley 

Condominiums 

This Plan was registered on June 27th, 1980 

Water Rights Guarantee Agreement  

-Leasing Agreements with Horseshoe Resort. Horseshoe Resort becomes the 

Lessee starting in 1982, renewable every 5 years. The last Agreement may have 

been executed in 2017, making this the 8th Agreement of this kind. 

-The Leasing Agreement was for $1.00 every 5 years. 

-“You can’t lease something that you don’t own!” 

-Zone 1 Municipal Water Supply System 

Zone 1 Water Supply System 
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Slide 7 
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Slide 7 

Plan 51M-391  

This represents the 7th subdivision plan registered in Horseshoe Valley 

LT148430 (Former Township of Oro) 

This Plan was registered on June 20th, 1989 

1990 Water Agreement (51M-456) 

-Integration of Zone 1 and Zone 2 Water Supply Systems 

-Transfer certain watermains, hydrants, valves, and standpipe to Zone 1 Water 

Supply System. 

Zone 2 Water Supply System 

The Streets include: 

Highland Drive  

(4th Concession to Zone 2 Elevated Storage Tank) 

Fairway Court 
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Slide 8 
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Slide 8 

Plan 51M-447  

This represents the 8th subdivision plan registered in Horseshoe Valley 

LT178069 (Former Township of Oro) 

This Plan was registered on April 3rd, 1990 

1990 Water Agreement (51M-456) 

-Horseshoe separated snow-making equipment and irrigation equipment for 

golf courses from the Zone 1 Water Supply System 

 

-Oro-Medonte later inherits the water supply systems and all the 

complementary By-Laws, Water Agreements, and Policies. 

 

Zone 2 Water Supply System 

The Streets include: 

Valleycrest Drive 

Dale Court 
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Slide 9 
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Slide 9 

*Plan 51M-456  

This represents the 9th subdivision plan registered in Horseshoe Valley 

LT185779 (Water Services Agreement-Former Township of Oro) 

LT185778 (Subdivision Agreement-Former Township of Oro) 

This Plan was registered on October 31st, 1990 

1990 Water Agreement (51M-456) 

-Plans 391 and 447 hinge on the complicated water agreement expressed in 

LT185779. 

-Once executed, 456 dedicates the watermains, valve, and hydrants associated 

with the Zone 1 Standpipe which makes Zone 1 and Zone 2 integrated 

municipally-owned water supply systems. 

 

*The Belowground Works were not assumed by Oro-Medonte. 

Zone 2 Water Supply System 

The Streets include: 

Highland Drive  

(Zone 2 Elevated Water Tank to 3rd Concession) 

Alpine Way 

Pod’s Lane 

Bridle Path 

Bunker Place 

Nordic Trail 

Chestnut Lane 
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Denouement 

The evolution of a water supply system in Horseshoe Valley is very complicated and involves 

several layers or nuances. The following represents a list of events that may have significantly 

impacted this story: 

-Assumption By-Laws  

-Bankruptcy Proposals  

-Water Rights Guarantee Agreement, 1980 

-1982 Water Rights Guarantee Agreement Amendment.  

-Leasing Agreements  

-1990 Water Agreement 

- LT185779 controversy—Plan 51M-456 not fully assumed. 

-Amalgamation  

-Walkerton outbreak  

-Surplus of Reserve Funds. 

- History of Borrowing against “surplus” funds and reserves  

-3 Ontario Small Waterworks Assistance Programs 

-Sparse communication of key information 

-Real estate contracts showing “Municipal” as a water utility 

-Water bills with vague or no information about water services  

-Proposed Tri-Party Agreement before Amalgamation (1991-1993) 

-Historical Wells dedicated to Zone 1 Medonte and Plan 1587 

-Capacity of Zone 1 Standpipe 4500 (Knox, Martin, Kretch, 1992) 

-The Rational behind the Water Integration Plan was two-fold: to join a non-municipal or 

private water supply system (PVT) to a municipal water supply system and to up-grade the 

fire hydrants in Zone 1. 

-Fire Protection is Zone 1 is up to code along with Tanker Trucks (2017) 


